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Introductory Note

The period 1978-79 covered by this Volume (Volume No. XVIII)
is a most significant period in the political history of post-
independence era in India. The formation of Janata Party which
crystalised in the fight against authoritarianism under the National
Emergency imposed by Smt. Indira Gandhi, was actually a
combination of different political thoughts and aspirations and
this was soon manifested in the functioning of Janata Party’s
Government in New Delhi under the Premiership of Morarji Desai.

The erstwhile Jana Sangha, which was formed by Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee with the tacit support and approval of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangha (RSS) was a major constituent of the Janata
Party and its Government. The question soon arose as to whether
the Jana Sangha elements and its leaders in the Janata Party would
sever their connections with the RSS and commit themselves to
the declared aim and objective of the Janata Party and its
Government which, in fact, was then in a very formative stage.
The leaders of the erstwhile Jana Sangha bluntly refused todisown
their connections with and allegiance to the RSS and this was at
the root of the disruptive developments that finally led to the
resignation of the Prime Minister, Morarji Desai and brought an
abrupt end of the Janata Government.

Chowdhury Charan Singh and his prodigy, Raj Narain, played a
very disruptive role to break the unity in the Janata Party which
compelled the Prime Minister, Morarji Desai to tender resignation
in the face of a ‘No-Confidence Motion’. This development is
known in the contemporary Indian History as “July Crisis”.

The stand taken by our Party, i.e., Communist Party of India
(Marxist), on the “July Crisis” is given in the resolution of the
Central Committee and statements of the Polit Bureau and these
important documents are included in this Volume.
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Following resignation of the Prime Minister, Morarji Desal,
Chowdhury Charan Singh formed a Government with the support
of Indira Congress and the Congress led by Y.B. Chavan. Events
proved that formation of this coalition Government was the result
of a clever manoeuvre of Smt. Indira Gandhi who wanted fresh
elections for Lok Sabha so that she could return to power.
The disunity within the Janata Party was so very acute that no
initiative could be taken by any of its leaders to form a coalition
Government with the support of the Left and democratic parties.
Chowdhury Charan Singh’s coalition Government was short-lived
as immediately after its formation Smt. Indira Gandhi withdrew
her support and Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy, the then President of
India, dissolved the Lok Sabha and declared fresh election.

Thus an experimental move to run a non-Congress Government
as an alternate to Congress-rule could not succeed.

Our Party, Communist Party of India (Marxist), took a consistent
stand in exposing the weakness of the Janata Party with a view
to extending its constructive cooperation and cautioned, time and
again, about the harmful development in the Janata Party and its
Government. A number of documents are given in this Volume
which will give a clear idea about the role played by the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) in this perspective.

Our Party also exposed the role of the Right Communist Party
during the National Emergency and its effort to whitewash the
crimes of Indira Gandhi’s regime during the Emergency. A number
of documents on this issue are included in this Volume.

The 10th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
was held in Jullundur in April 1978. The Political Resolutions and
the Review Report adopted by the 10th Congress along with other
documents are included in this Volume. These documents will reveal
how the leadership of the CPI(M) assessed the political situation
in India before the National Emergency was imposed in June 1975
and also during the National Emergency and after formation
of Janata Party’s Government in New Delhi in 1977 and the

steps taken by it to strengthen Left and democratic unity for an
alternate path.
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The decision was taken 1n the 10th Congress of the CPI(M)
that an All India Party Plenum would be held 1n Salkia, West
Bengal, in December 1978 for a thorough review of the
Organisational Position of the Party with a view to streamlining
the Party Organisation and strengthen 1t in order that 1t could
perform 1ts proper role 1n the coming days beset with far reaching
political developments The Report on Organisation and the
Resolutions on Organisations adopted by the All India Plenum of
CPI(M) 1in December 1978 are given in this Volume These are
most vital documents

The stand taken by Acharya Vinoba Bhave on cow slaughter
created a very sensitive situation and the CPI(M) leaders tactfully
dealt with this matter The statement 1ssued by the Polit Bureau of
the CPI(M) on this subject and the letters written by CPI(M) leaders
to Acharya Vinoba Bhave are included in this Volume

The Chinese attack on Vietnam was a very important
development 1n International Communist Movement during this
period Our Party gave unstinted support to Vietnam and took an
open stand urging upon the Chinese Communist Party and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China to resile from their
move of armed intervention A number of documents on these
developments are included 1n this Volume

This Volume also includes important documents on Centre State
relations, on democratic decentralisation, on Shah Commission’s
Report and the move imtiated by the CPI(M) for a united fight
against authoritarian Congress(I) and RSS dominated Janata Party
Our Party consistently campaigned for emergence of a united front
of all anti authontarian, antt revivalist forces

As stated at the outset the period 1978 79 was politically a very
significant period 1n the post independence era of India The
documents given 1n this Volume will certainly help the readers to
make an indepth study of the political situation prevailing n the
country during this period and also evaluate the causes and effects
of the major political developments that took place during this

period
L Rase

(JYOTI BASU)
May 4, 1998 Chuief Editor
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Foreword

The question that was uppermost 1n the minds of the people was
what would happen in the wake of events that were bringing to the
fore growingly the weakness of the Janata CFD Government As
time went on during the period 1978 79, it was becoming more
and more apparent to Indian public opinion that even if the Janata
Ministry could take pride in demolishing the framework of
authoritarianism, Janata Party was showing its inability to transform
itself from a conglomeration of few existing political parties into a
fully integrated political party and to prevent 1ts failures and
weaknesses On the other side the shattering blow to the Congress
in the Lok Sabha elections and in Assembly elections thereafter,
the revelations in the Shah Commission of Enquiry that branded
the former Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi as guilty of all
possible crimes against the people and democracy put the Congress
Party in disarray Not only inside the country, democracy inside
the Congress was also suppressed, any kind of dissert was
disallowed 1n the Congress for long Avadi and Bhubaneswar
socialisms, garibi hatao, etc , had ultimately ended up in the
Emergency, the compelling factor being 1ts obvious nability to
surmount the economic crises arisen out of 1ts bourgeois landlord
policy Of course, there was some criticism of the Emergency within
the party, but there was no attempt to make a complete demarcation
from the authors of the Emergency which Indira Gandhi and her
caucus stuck to the platform of authoritarianism and continued to
justify the Emergency With this dismal state of affairs of the
Congress, the record of the Janata Party on economic policies was
also not something that could attract the people The mint MISA
enforced by the Janata Government in Madhya Pradesh, banning
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of strtkes mn Uttar Pradesh, the attempt to deal with working class
actions as law and order problems n the Janata ruled States did
not mean a good augury for the party After few months they seemed
to be no more serious about the pledges they had made to the people
That was what was gradually engulfing them 1nto a crisis

That was why discontent started growing among the people
Further, the display of parades and strength by RSS had
been creating feelings of revulsion and concern in the minds
of the people The Central Committee of our Party met from
March 3 to 7, 1978 took note of these developments and stated,
“Taking into consideration the wide apprehensions among the
minority community, it will be disastrous 1f the Left and democratic
forces do not counter this evil and prevent disruption of democratic
unity The effect on the Muslim minority especially has been
calamitous and 1t was fully exploited by Indira Gandhi All those
who stand for democracy wish that the Janata Party puts its own
house 1n order For the democratic movement the situation 1s a
complicated and difficult one The main opponent of democracy
and parliamentary norms has again reared 1ts head by misleading
lakhs of people into its ranks Complacency, lack of vigilance, and
failure to keep up popular resistance to dictatorship will mean
disaster All hands must pull together to fight the forces of
authoritanian rule and vanquish them Once again, the all important
task 1s to mobilise the people for ant1 authoritarian struggle”

But as things stood 1n that period, the organised Left and
democratic parties were weak and miserably divided The Socialist
Party and several other democratic groups and individuals had
lost their 1dentity and merged with the Janata Party As early as
1969 70, the CPI found 1ts ally with the Congress deserting the
Left and democratic force With the exception of some State based
and region based Left and democratic parties and groups there
existed no all India Left and democratic party except CPI(M) and
its Left allies in West Bengal and Tripura, around which the Left
and democratic forces was trying to unite and go ahead Such was
the difficult and complex task that history placed on the shoulders
of our Party ata time when the international Communist movement
was badly divided It, however, stood to the credit of our Party that
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1t pursued a correct line both at the national and international level
and, that 1t refused to get provoked and fall a victim to the enemy’s
provocation We played a significant role during pre Emergency
and Emergency days It was our Party in West Bengal, and to a
lesser extent in Kerala that bore the full brunt of repression and
terror under the Congress rule In the review report adopted at the
Tenth Congress of our Party held in Jullundur, Apri] 2 8, 1978 we,
however, self criticized ourselves for being extremely hesitant till
October 1976, even on the 1ssue of civil liberties to associate
ourselves with the emerging nationwide movement The review
pointed out, “correct line of approach would surely have placed
our Party as one that stands 1n the forefront of the struggle for civil
liberties and democratic rights It, certainly, would have helped to
rouse more wider circles of the people, than were already under
our Party’s influence, for the struggle in defence of the civil liberties
and democratic rights—an integral part of the bigger struggle in
defence of parhamentary democracy and against dictatorship”

We tried to learn lessons from the mistakes as the review report
stated further, “The study of the phenomenon of developing
differences and divisions among the bourgeois landlord parties, 1n
the background of deepening economic crisis was 1gnored The
question of utilising the conflicts and divisions for the advancement
of democratic movement did not arise as a serious proposition
Such a lag 1n our Party’s thinking and understanding was partly
due to the mistaken notion prevailing 1n sections of our Party at
different levels, the PB and C C 1n particular, that the restoration
of bourgeois democratic rights and freedoms was well nigh
impossible and the establishment of People’s Democracy was the
only way out”

The political resolution of Tenth Congress emphasised the need
for building the front of the Left and democratic forces in view of
the polarization that was taking place round the two bourgeois
landlord combinations The continuing struggle against the forces
representing authoritarianism and dictatorship made 1t all the more
necessary at that time to have a broad platform to fight them, the
resolution stressed It was evaluated that “anti Emergency struggle
and electoral victory have not led to a shift in the balance of forces
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in favour of the working class, 1 e, the masses have not moved
away from the influence of bourgeors parties and started rallying
round an alternative leadership” To be with the people, to lead
them, to raise their consciousness was the task of the Party entrusted
by the Tenth Congress Even though the Party Congress adopted
correct political tactical line, much hinged on how this was put
into practice by the concrete apphcation of the science of Marxism
Leninism 1n concrete conditions from time to time and from place
to place Thus the Party arrived at broadly correct decisions on all
the turbulent questions that had confronted the Party until then

Meanwhile the Left Front Government in Tripura took office on
January 5, 1978 with a massive mandate and our Party secured an
absolute majority It created a unique example of tribal non tribal
unity despite cruel instigation from the Congress and other
reactionary elements to the separatist forces Besides the resounding
success of the Left Front in West Bengal, the Left Front Government
of Tripura fighting back the deep seated conspiracies had
undertaken a lot of steps to provide maximum relief to the people
and implement land reform measures In Kerala, surplus land
struggle intensified which was a tremendous success Strike
struggles were going 1n other parts of the country too

In order to discharge this responsibility of building the front of
Left and democratic forces and of bringing about a realignment of
political forces 1n the country, the Tenth Congress underlined the
pressing need of expanding the Party organisation so as to weather
any eventuality and to remove the lags, weakness and shortcomings
as well

As such, the Party met 1n a Plenum held at Salkia in Howrah
District of West Bengal from December 27 to 31, 1978 and called
for building a mass revolutionary Party At the same time the
resolution on organisation adopted at the Plenum cautioned that
the efforts to build such a Party would bear no fruit if earnest efforts
were not made to raise the level of the Party members and new
entrants “In essence still the problem 1s”, as pointed out in the
resolution, “one of converting the elementary consciousness of the
daily struggle into political and socialist consciousness, which
demands intense and increased political activity of the Party among
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the masses and, above all, a persistent ideological struggle against
all feudal, semi feudal, anti Marxist bourgeois 1deologies” The
Salkia Plenum self critically reviewed the entire course of political
organisational efforts and after mature deliberations, provided a
concrete direction to renew and revamp the organisation to meet
the challenge 1n the new context as well as to streamline the Party,
to nail down erroneous concepts of Party organisation and
deviations and distortion accumulating 1n 1ts functioning over a
period of years AsJ V Stalin said, “ A correct political line 1s not
needed as a declaration, but as something to be carrted into effect
But 1n order to carry a correct political line into effect, we must
have cadres, people who understand the political line of the Party,
who accept 1t as their own line, who are prepared to carry 1t into
effect, who are able to put 1t into practice and are capable of
answering for 1t, defending 1t and fighting for it Failing this, a
correct political line runs the risk of being purely nominal”

Twenty years after the adoption of Salkia Plenum resolution,
we are still far away from building a Party that can meet the current
challenges After 20 years of Salkia Plenum we are yet to renew
the organisation on that basis, rather better to say, we are lagging
far behind

These mitiatives on the part of our Party 1n the political and
organisational field was all the more necessary 1n a situation full
of perils ansing out of consistent failures of the Janata Government
and growing estrangement of the ruling party from the people which
encouraged problem ridden Congress Party to launch a counter
offensive 1n difference of the Emergency and Congress brand of
authoritarianism The unseemly wranglings of the Janata Party
which were limited to the State legislatures and lower ranks were
started gripping the topmost level with Charan Singh resigning
from the parliamentary party Raj Narain demanding removal of
party president and, Jagjivan Ram, Charan Singh engaged in mud
slinging against each other, and questions hovering round to the
Prime Minister and his son This was the sorry state of affairs with
a party that was reposed faith by the people to smash all traces of
authoritarianism and restore democratic rights
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In the foreign policy too, serious concern had been raised that
the anti imperialist base of India’s policy of non alignment was
getting more and more diluted, that while the existing relations
with the Socialist countries were maintained, efforts by the Prime
Minister Morarj1 Desai and Foreign Minister Atal Behar1 Vajpayee,
now heading the BJP Government at the Centre, were on to take
India close to US imperialism and the West as manifest by a series
of events

By the way, 1t 1s to be noted that while the US imperialism
intensified in that period its aggressive policy in Africa and West
Asia, a critical situation had arisen in the Communist movement
because of invasion by China’s troops of the territory of Vietnam
on the absurd plea of punishing Vietnam They however met later
in ending conflicts between the two Socialist countries through
peaceful negotiations Our 1deological struggle with the Chinese
and Soviet Communist Party was going on all through

Another menacing factor that caused concern was frequent
occurrenccs of communal disturbances and atrocities of Harnjans,
reminiscent of despotic Congress rule 1 had had the opportunity
to represent my Party 1n a conference of Chief Ministers and leaders
of political parties at the close of 1978 convened by the Prime
Minister in the wake of Aligarh riots to discuss the communal
situation It would not be out of place to mention some salient
points that I had the occasion to explain “Not a single month passes
when there are no communal disturbances It 1s no use comparing
numbers whether they were more during the Congress regime or
less under the Janata regime The reality 1s that the continuance of
communal disturbances 1s weakening the secular foundation of
our society

“In the days of British rule, communal riots were used to divide
the toiling people to weaken the common national movement
against foreign rule Provincialism, communalism, casteism all
were being used consciously by the reactionary forces to stem the
tide of the working class and democratic movements One 1s forced

to say that the same situation 1s allowed to be developed today
the wake of the deepening economic crisis
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“No commission of enquiry or any institutton set up by the
Government can help 1 overcoming the situation unless we are
clear as to why these things continue to happen which are the forces
actively working behind this menace Why 1s the Government
failing to uproot this evil?

“In our view to sidetrack attention from the rising social
problems, reactionary forces fan communalism, incite violence
against the minorities and rouse the most backward obscurantist
sentiments Even prominent leaders of the Government do not
hesitate to openly associate and fraternise with these reactionary
forces In spite of the declarations of seculartsm spokesmen of the
Government yield to the pressure of communal reactionary
elements It will not be wrong to say that many leaders of the ruling
parttes have become prisoners of Hindu communalism and are
afraid of attacking this worst manifestation

“I do not mean to say that feelings of casteism and communalism
do not persist in the minority communities, but as the reports go to
prove, the communal problem manifested in the Hindu Mushm
riots 1s mainly created by communal Hindu elements Who can
1ignore the 1deology which continues to mix up their religious beliefs
with the country’s democratic structure? In most of the riots, the
initiative comes from these elements and the minority community
becomes the worst sufferer

“The Preamble of our Constitution states that India 1s a seculal
democratic and socialist State But where 1s that secularism so far as
the protection and defence of minorities 1s concerned? The
religious and other nights are 1gnored This 1s one of the tests of
democracy and the Governments have been failing to discharge them

“We have to look into this problem from two aspects One 1s the
situation created by the riots engineered by the communal elements
This can be dealt with only 1if the Government shows courage to
fix up responsibility in the proper quarters and smash their designs,
which form a conspiracy against national unity and the country’s
democratic advance

“The second aspect 1s that riots take place in the background of
an obscurantist outlook prevailing among the people towards the
suffering minority Sometimes only a weak resistance 1s put up to
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the conspirators This shows the total failure on the part of the
Government to educate the people in the ideas of secularism The
fake secularism has only strengthened the obscurantist religious
outlook because the Government has been pandering to every
backward sentiment 1n the name of secularism The leaders of the
Government could not find time to immediately show sympathy
to the riot affected minorities or to the Haryjans groaning under
the atrocities of the landlords But they could spare time to attend
functions of all the obscurantist institutions

“Therefore I would say that the major responsibility for the
deteriorating situation and deplorable communal affairs rests on
the Government whether led by the Congress Party or led by other
bourgeois landlord parties Notwithstanding the repeated
declarations denouncing communalism and upholding secularism
and democracy by the leaders of the Government and the ruling
parties and even taking certain diastic steps at times, when things
threaten to go out of hand I cannot but observe that a sort of
patronising lenient and escapist attitude 1s adopted by them towards
communalism and 1n particular, majority communalism which 1s
more menacing 1n the situation

“I would suggest that in case the Government 1s serious to meet
the present situation 1t should take a clear out stand to defend the
ideas of secularism and democracy and should not allow the
association of 1ts leaders with obscuranist institutions In so far as
meeting the concrete situation 1s concerned, there should be
adequate representation to the minorities in thepolice and other
admunistrative services

“As for atrocities on the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
they have been mainly due to the 1ssues of land and house sites,
wages of agricultural workers and social oppression The solution
lies 1n genuine Land reform”

The economic policies and measures adopted by the Government
were becoming more and more anti people As for land reforms,
which alone can solve the rural unemployment on a big scale and
provide a big market for consumer durables, the Janata Government
proved to be 1n no way different 1f not worse Promises of
establishing an effective public distribution system had remained
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paper declarations Initiated by the Congress regime the economic
independence of the country was being further bartered away with
the open door policy to multinationals after the visit of the Prime
Ministerto U S

With this balance sheet of the Janata Government, crisis 1n
the Janata Party, riven by dissensions, deepened, one of the main
1ssues being 'dual membership' The attempts of the communal
RSS Jan Sangh to dominate the party and infiltrate into the
administration and 1ts role 1n whipping up and 1gmiting the
communal riots were facing resistance from among a substantial
section of the Janata Party who were demanding that the 'dual
role' of the RSS leaders immediately be put an end to once and
for all

The Janata leaders were 1gnoring our repeated warnings against
relaxing the struggle against forces of authoritarianism, the
menacing domination of the RSS Jan Sangh over the party and
against pursuance of the ant1 people economic policies In July,
1979 the question of dual membership came to forefront in the
backdrop of series of communal riots which were mostly instigated
by RSS

It culminated 1n the revolt of nearly one third of the Janata
members of Parliament against the Hindu chauvinist domination
over the party which lost its credibility and the Government and
led to the resignation of the Morarj1 Government before the no
confidence motion was put to vote The CPI(M) had decided to
lend support to the no confidence motion against Morarji
Government Our Party offered its co operation to political parties
which were trying to form a Government which would not be
dependent for 1ts existence on either the Congress(I) or the Jana
Sangh RSS combination The Party called upon all Left and
democratic and secular forces to fight the twin dangers of
authoritartanism and communalism It was at that time the Congress
was divided into two—the stronger one, the Congress(Indira) was
led by Indira Gandhi, the other one was the Congress(S) In the
developments that took place 1n quick succession, the President of
India asked Charan Singh, leader of the Janata(S), a breakaway
faction of the Janata Party to form the government and prove its
majority The Janata(S) and the Congress(S) formed the government
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with the support of Congress(I) The Central Commuttee of our
Party met on August 15 16 at this critical hour and after a long
discussion decided that "In this delicate situation, the C C 1s of
the opinion that all democratic forces should make every effort
to help the Ministry to disentangle itself from dependence on the
Congress(I) and enable 1t to struggle both against authoritarianism
and communalism In order to prevent the Jana Sangh dominated
Janata Party from coming back and Congress(I) exploiting the
situation, the CPI(M), while being 1n opposition, is prepared to
support the Charan Singh Ministry 1n the coming vote of confidence
though 1t has not yet freed 1tself from the support of the Congress(I)
and 1s yet to give specific assurances to the masses The CPI(M)
will decide 1ts attitude to the government from issue to 1ssue on the
basis of 1ts policies in relation to masses and towards the struggle
against authorntarianism and communalism " Before the 1ssue came
up 1n the Parliament, the President announced to dissolve the Lok
Sabha and order fresh elections that was welcomed by CPI(M)
and all Left parties The Congress(I) was compelled to join 1ts voice
as well

The President’s decisions came 1n the backdrop of the
manoeuvres and conspiracies that were going on behind the curtain
to mstall a RSS Jana Sangh dominated government and Jagjivan
Ram led Janata Party which was already wooing the Congress(I)
for support And Charan Singh alliance and its different partners
were providing grist to the mill of both the Congress(I) and RSS
dominated Janata Party All the non Janata parties had earlier
demanded the dissolution of the Lok Sabha and a fresh election,
ultimately the Congress(I), too, joined its voice It was quite obvious
that differences nside our Party overtaking the stand arose All
these were settled in the Eleventh Congress of the Party held in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

The rest of the year witnessed intense battle of electioneering
by all the political forces and combinations

Dud the Party do the right thing 1n first supporting the Janata
Party and later on withdrawing 1t and becoming part of the effort
to pull it down? Was 1t right on our part to extend support to forces
known for their rightist leanings? These questions can be answered
only keeping 1n mind the historical perspective in which these

1ssues cropped up They cannot be detached from that particular
movement 1n history and viewed
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In 1969 we had supported the candidature of V 'V Gini for the
office of the President of India, though he was the candidate of
Indira Gandhi Indira Gandhr’s antt Communist proclivities were
revealed, it may be recalled, as early as 1959 60 when she was
instrumental 1n undemocratically dislodging the duly elected
E M S Namboodiripad mimstry in Kerala We had to choose
between Indira Gandhr’s candidate and Sanjeeva Reddy of the
Congress(O) Finally the Party chose to support V.V Gint It was
class 1ssues that weighed 1n favour of taking such a decision The
Congress(O) had adopted a totally nightist policy, opposed to the
abolition of privy purses, hostility to bank nationalisation and open
opposition to implementation of land ceilings etc

What was the compelling situation 1n 1977 that forced us to
support the Janata Party which comprised both forces that we had
opposed 1n 1969 as well as an avowedly communal outfit like the
Jana Sangh?In 1977 we had to fight against an even greater danger
to the very democratic foundations of the republic, from
authoritarianism represented by Indira Gandhi1 Once the Emergency
framework was dismantled and the Janata Party started getting
divided on the 1ssue of dual membership of both the Janata Party
and the RSS, we withdrew support

Our tactics, therefore, in a given situation, was an answer to
questions posed 1n a particular historical context, which in quite
another situation may seem wrong Therefore, 1t does not
automatically apply to all situations

This Volume 1s of great importance which contains our decisions
and their wide explanations on successive turning points of rapid
political developments of this period

[
Hoddioon fin fFroped-
(Harkishan Singh Surjeet)

General Secretary
May 21, 1998 Commurnst Party of India (Marxist)
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The Role of Right C.P. during
Emergency*

Statement Issued by the Polit Bureau of CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the Communust Party of India (Marxist) has
issued the following statement to the Press in New Delhi on
December 31, 1977

Nine months after the Congress was toppled from power for its
Emergency rule, and after revelations of its bizzare orgies before
the Shah Commuission, the leadership of the Right Communist
Party, 1n its National Council resolution, has deigned to concede
that 1ts support to the Emergency was wrong

The admission coming so late in the day would not have
attracted attention had 1t not been a result of the fight inside the
party waged by sections who are keen to rectify the mistakes of
the past 1n order to take their rightful place among the Left and
democratic forces of the country

A perusal of the resolution 1s enough to show that the
leadership has made only a verbal concession to justify the entire
range of opportunist policies followed since the last Congress of
their party The same claim to have fought the reaction n
company with the Congress, the same erroneous evaluation of the
mass outburst of anger against the Congress misrule, and finally
pompous and falsified claims to have fought the excesses of the
Emergency are made to belittle the crime involved 1n supporting
an authoritarian regime to suppress every vestige of democratic
rights and civil liberties 1n the country

In particular 1t 1s preposterous to claim that the Right CP
fought the attacks on the workers They cooperated with the

*This statement was published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delh,
dated January 8, 1978 wnth the capuon ‘NOT SELF CRITICISM, BUT

SELF JUSTIFICATION’
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Government 1n the Apex Body from which all except the most
loyal supporters of the Government were kept out and which was
an instrument of thrusting official policies on the trade unions
The 1ssue 1s presented as if everything was excellent so far as the
Right CP’s political line was concerned, only on one small
1ssue—the Emergency—the party was wrong This 1s not self
cniticism but self justification

The support to Emergency was not only wrong, it was a crime
against the people and the country, against democracy and civil
liberties The Right CP leaders not only supported the
Emergency but blatantly described 1t as a fight agaimnst the forces
of reaction When the authortarian features of the Emergency
were clear, they called a World Anti Fascist Conference to
support it and were guilty of misleading world opinton When the
Indira Gandhi Government was forced to release some of the
arrested leaders, the Right CP leadership criticised 1t for
“relaxing the fight against reaction” They fully supported the
42nd Amendment Act which institutionalised the Emergency
and the authontanan rule They partictpated i a Coalition
Government with the Congress Party in Kerala, in the police
terror and cnimes against the people It was under their Chief
Minister that the murder of Rajan and others took place n
police custody

To attempt to whitewash all these misdeeds by saying that the
support to the Emergency was wrong, cannot be described as an
honest attempt to rectify past mistakes If the Right CP really
intends to strike a new path, 1t must settle accounts with the past in
an honest manner What went wrong was not just support to the
Emergency, but the entire outlook which saw 1n Indira Gandhi the
progressive leader who must be supported against everyone else
What went wrong was the class-collaborationist outlook which
relied on Congress Right CP unity as the dniving force for
democratic advance, what went wrong was the policy of disrupt
ing the unity of Left forces and concentrating fire on the CPI(M)
to suit the needs of Indira Gandhi and her reactionary partners In
short the Right C P, as predicted by us, not only tailed behind the
bourgeors landlord leadership of the Congress, 1t became their
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instrument, fighting those whom 1t wanted to fight, describing as
reactionary those whom 1t called reactionaries That 1s why 1t
denounced the mass outburst of anger led by Jaya Prakash
Narayan and others as nothing but reactionary and identified itself
with those who repressed 1t The support to the Emergency was
born out of this policy and unless this outlook and policy 1s
repudiated, the practice of the party will not change

It 15 clear from the resolution itself Even now the Right C P
leaders put their faith in the Congress and underestimate
the danger from the caucus, though now they cannot support
Mrs Gandhi They ignore the importance of the defeat of
authoritarian forces and restoration of parliamentary norms and
democracy, while justifiably opposing many anti democratic and
ant1 labour measures of the present Government The starting
point should be to see that the Emergency expenence 1s never
repeated and concentrate fire on all supporters of authoritarian
rule That will give the economic battle a political content and
bring about the unity of Left and democratic forces

The CPKM) stands for the umty of all Left and democratic
forces It calls upon the ranks of the Right C P and the Right C P
leadership to understand the 1ssues at stake and unambiguously
repudiate an outlook which dragged them into supporting
authonitarianism and which hampers them from effectively
participating 1n the struggle to build the unmity of Left and
democratic forces



Scrap Preventive Detention Powers*

CPI(M) Central Committee Resolution Adopted
In Its Vijayawada Session on
December 23-28, 1977

The Central Commuttee of the CPI(M) expresses its strong
disapproval of the policy adopted by the Janata Government at the
Centre and the State Governments of Madhya Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmir with regard to the legislation providing for
preventive detention without trial

Like the rest of the democratic parties and organisations in the
country, the Janata Party had raised its voice of protest against the
former Congress Government’s policy of using the MISA, the
Preventive Detention Act and similar legislations to stifle all
forms of protest against the undemocratic and anti popular
policies of the Government Its Election Manifesto had, n fact,
given a solemn promise to the electorate that all such legislations
would be removed from the Statute Book The practice of
the Government has, however, been the very opposite of this
promise

The Madhya Pradesh Government’s ‘min1 MISA’ was the first
sign of the Janata Government’s abandonment of the clear and
unambiguous position adopted by i1t in the Election Manifesto
The State’s Chief Minister openly stated that the Ordinance was
aimed at suppressing the agitation of the State Electricity Board
Employees This has now been followed up by the proposal made
by the Janata Government at the Centre formally annulling the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act but incorporating most of
the obnoxious provisions thereof in the normal law of the land
The amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code as now proposed
would make the MISA an integral part of the normal law

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delh, January 8, 1978



Scrap Preventive Detention Powers 5

The Central Commuttee cannot but note that the proposals for
amending the Constitution, which are now under discussion
between the Government and the Opposition 1n the Parliament, do
not include the suggestion made by the Opposition that the
enabling provision in the Constitution permitting the Government
to enact legislation for detention without trial should be annulled

Far from heeding the voice of protest raised by the Opposition,
and even sections within the ruling party, the spokesmen of the
Government including the Home Minister and the Prime Minister
have been stoutly defending the continuation of this provision in
the Constitution and the proposals for enacting legislation for
detention without trial

Promises that these provisions will not be used against the
working class and democratic movement had been made by the
previous Congress regime also but the practice was just the
opposite There 1s no reason to believe that 1t will be any different
now, particularly after the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister’s
statement

The C C, however, hopes that large sections within the Janata
Party 1tself would join the rest of the democratic public opinion in
the country 1in demanding that the Government should abandon
this ant1 democratic position Let them not forget that 1t 1s one of
the fundamental rights of the people that nobody’s personal
liberty should be restricted unless the person concerned 1s given
full opportunity to defend himself or herself before a Court of
law—a right for which freedom lovers and democrats have
waged continuous struggles before and after Independence

The C C calls upon all Party units and friends of the Party
to join with all parties, groups, organisations and individuals
in developing a powerful movement demanding that the
Government retrace its steps 1n this regard



Central Committee Resolution on
Andhra Pradesh*

Adopted in its Vijayawada Session on
December 23-27, 1977

The Central Commuttee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) expresses 1ts profound sense of grief at the colossal loss
of lives and devastation suffered by the people of coastal Andhra
Pradesh The C C extends 1ts heartfelt sympathy to the thousands
of families, who have lost their kith and kin, and lakhs of people
who have suffered immense losses

According to all available figures, the cyclone affected about
2,300 villages, with a population of more than seven million The
tidal wave of 18 feet hit about 100 villages 1n Divi and Bander
taluks of Krishna district It has taken a death toll of about 12,000,
crops were damaged on about 34 lakh acres, 2 4 lakh huts and
dwellings collapsed or were badly damaged, rendering 34 6 lakh
persons homeless About 2,600 small scale industrial units
have been damaged The total loss 1s assessed at more than
Rs 1,000 crores

Thus the death and devastation caused by the cyclone and the
tidal wave have been of unimaginable magnitude calling for the
most urgent measures by the State But 1t 1s deplorable to note that
the Congress Government 1n the State dismally failed to do 1ts
duty to the people 1n distress while the Central Government acted
more as a spectator than saviour

As aresult of such failures even the minimum steps that should
have been promptly taken are still in default even though 1t 1s
more than a month since the havoc took place

Debris are not yet cleared in many places while corpses are still
found here and there Hundreds of carcasses were rotting all along

*Published in “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?”, New Delh, January 8, 1978
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the Krishna River banks from Nachukunta to Edurumondi Island
The non metalled muddy roads are yet to be repaired in many
places Immgation canals, even according to the official version
will require many more weeks to be repaired thereby making
impossible for washing of the salinity and raising the second crop
Power supply for agricultural purposes 1s promised only a few
months hence The promised Rs 1,000 per dead 1s not yet being
paid 1n tidal wave affected areas The compensation of Rs 150/
given for damaged and destroyed houses also 1s not distributed
promptly while the supply of palmyra leaves and bamboos 1s
scantily done

Though any rehabilitation worth the name has not yet taken
place, free supply of rice 1s altogether stopped even in the totally
devastated areas Thus the survivors are being starved for want of
rice supply, while the cattle do not have fodder 1n many villages
and even drinking water 1s scarce Even supply of medicines has
been stopped Long term interest free loans which should have
promptly been disbursed are not yet concretely worked out
Grant of tools for handicrafts men are not forthcoming Even
the remission of land revenue 1s not extended to all cyclone
affected areas

The Central Government has offered a miggardly amount of
Rs 73 crores and that, too, as an advance from the Plan allotment
of Andhra Pradesh, while the demand of all political parties
including the Janata Party 1s for Rs 300 crores as outright grant

Under these conditions the only cousoling factor 1s the
immense sympathy and solidarity shown by innumerable
institutions and people not only from other States of the country
but from abroad too Volunteers from many Schools, Colleges and
Universities and workers from distant places offered their
services Many institutions and people of innumerable villages
from outside the affected areas as well as the State brought
rice, clothes, utensils and provisions and supplied them to the
sufferers Doctors and medical squads from all over the country
brought medicines and served the needy

In this context, the Central Committee of the CPI(M) was
ableto get an 1dea of the devastation from the reports of
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visits of leading members of the Party like General Secretary
€omrade EM S Namboodiripad, Chief Minister of West Bengal
and member of the Polit Bureau Comrade Jyot: Basu and a
Parliamentary delegation of Comrades Ahilya Rangnekar, Sivaj
Patnaik and S P Bhattacharya and the visit of Comrade Jyotirmoy
Basu, Chief Whip of the Party in Parliament
The C C notes with satisfaction that Party units as well as the
Party leadership in the State have tried to do their bit in most of
the affected areas in general and the tidal wave affected areas in
particular It 1s gratifying to note that many of the Party doctors
running People’s Clinics and medical students could rush to the
aid of the suffering people accompanied by the People’s Volunteer
Corps of our Party at the very first instance Distribution of rice,
clothes, utensils and provision collected by the Party and supplied
by many institutions and individuals were promptly carried out by
the Party’s Volunteer Squads
The Prajasakt1 Cyclone Relief Fund started by the Party’s State
Unit has come to Rs 1,50,000 and the C C notes and appreciates
the manner in which the Party, mass organisations and the people
of West Bengal have responded to the call by contributing more
than Rs 40,000 by now It 1s also a matter of gratification to find
the Left Front Government of West Bengal taking the initiative
both 1n sending a liberal donation and 1ts Chief Minister in
solidarity with the suffering people
The relief work being carried on by the Party has to continue so
as to give whatever relief 1s possible to the people The C C calls
on all Party members and units, friends and sympathisers, to
vigorously continue collection of funds and matenals like clothes
and medicines and send 1t to the Prajasakti Cyclone Relief Fund
As facts themselves speak, the State Government has utterly
failed in discharging its duty to the people 1n distress It took no
concrete steps to evacuate the people from the coast Its
assessment of the damage was wrong and the steps it undertook to
help the people recover from the shock and rehabilitate them were
muserably inadequate Its refusal to call for the help of the army 1n
time was criminal Its failure to seek the help and cooperation of
all parties and forces 1n order to rush all necessary help to the
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affected people by setting up an all party committee at the State
level and similar committees lower down 1s born out of sheer
partisanship and narrow minded electioneering tactics Its refusal
to form such bodies and function them even after formal
acceptance and commitment, goes to prove how crudely the
Congress Government 1s intent upon making relief work a pawn
In 1ts electioneering campaign

Added to this the Congress Party 1tself 1s facing a deep political
crisis The Congress Government 1s also engulfed in a serious
crisis with seven Cabinet Ministers resigning and charging the
State Government with failure in relief work

The Rehabilitation Minister himself 1s one who resigned
Under such conditions of no confidence inside and outside, the
Central Commuittee of the CPI(M) holds that there 1s no hope of
most urgently needed relief and rehabilitaion work being taken
up seriously by this Government and therefore, demands 1its
resignation In case the Vengal Rao Ministry refuses to do so, the
Central Committee urges upon the Central Government to take
immediate steps to dismiss 1t and carry out briskly the relief
measures needed through the formation of a statutorily recognised
all party relief commuttee n the State

At the same time the Central Committee regrets to note that
despite repeated requests made by the public and the needs of
the situation demanding 1t, the Central Government failed to
intervene 1n ime and do what was necessary 1n regard to instantly
rescuing the people 1n distress in Andhra Pradesh by sending the
army and n rendering adequate financial assistance for their
rehabilitation and calls upon 1t to act effectively even now for the

sake of saving the people



Support to State Employees’ Strike*

Resolution Adopted by the Central Committee of
CPI(M) In Its Vijayawada Session on
December 23-27, 1977

The Central Commuttee of the CPI(M) extends 1ts whole hearted
support to the fighting nine lakh State Government employees of
Mabharashtra including Zila Parishad and Municipal employees
whose strike has been continuing for over a fortnight

Together with their brethren in Assam who have been on strike
for fifteen days, the employees in Maharashtra have given a lead
to the middle class employees all over the country

The entire Local Government employees of Bihar aie on strike
while the village employees of the Kerala Government have been
on strike since December 1

The organised working class and other sections of the democratic
movement 1n the country will, the Central Committee hopes,
stand solidly by the Government employees under the States
as well as the Centre who have to solve many difficult problems
which have accumulated over the decades of Congress rule and
which have not been resolved by the nine month old Janata
Government

Despite the Janata Government’s promuse to bring prices down,
the middle class employees, like the industrial workers and
other sections of the fixed income earners, are finding their
real incomes eroded by the continuing rise 1n prices The
Janata Central Government as well as the State Governments
have been unable to bring the prices down The employees,

therefore, have no other option but to register their protest through
collective action

*Publ'shed in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 8, 1978



Support to State Employees’ Strike 11

The C C expresses its strong disapproval of the attitude of the
Prime Minister and the Chief Minister of Maharashtra that no
talks will be held with the employees unless the strike 1s withdrawn,
and demands that all the State Governments concerned reach
honourable settlements with their employees

The Central Commuttee calls upon all Party units and friends ot
the Party to join the rest of the democratic movement 1n organising
a united movement of solidarity with the striking employees
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CPI(M) Marches Forward in Kerala*®

Report of The Tenth State Conference of Kerala
State Committee of CPI(M)

The Tenth Kerala State Conference of the CPI(M), as a prelude to
its Tenth Congress, surprised friends and foes alike by the impact
1t made on the people and the immense procession and rally held
on the concluding day of the Conference On that Sunday
afternoon, Cannanore town looked as 1f under siege by the
teeming humanity from various parts of Calicut and Cannanore
districts The Conference proved that the CPI(M) was the most
powerful party 1n Kerala, throwing to the winds the reactionary
propaganda that the CPI(M) had crumbled

Cannanore had to face heavy repression even dunng pre
Emergency days which reached its highest point during the
Emergency days But the Party overcame all such challenges and
its strength continued to increase This Conference proved
beyond any doubt its sweep and influence

Before the flag hoisting ceremony, the delegates went to
Peralassery, native place of Comrade A K Gopalan, to pay
homage to that indomitable revolutionary From there they
proceeded to Payyambalam to pay homage to Azhikkodan
Raghavan who was murdered by a gang of extremists in Trichur
in 1972 Itis for the first time since 1ts inception that a Conference
of the Communist Party 1s taking place in Kerala in the absence of
stalwarts like A K G and C H Kanaran, who was the State
Secretary of the CPI(M) till October 1972 The delegates felt the
void created by them and resolved to do their mite to fill 1t up

After K R Gown hoisted the Red Flag, the Conference
started 1ts work by passing resolutions paying homage to AKG,

s

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, February 19, 1978 This
report was sent by C P Narayanan
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CH, Azhikkodan and numerous other comrades E M S
Namboodiripad then inaugurated the Conference

Pointing out that the declaration of internal Emergency in June
1975 and the 1977 March elections were the most important
political developments in India after the 9th Congress of the
Party, EMS analysed the Indian political situation and underlined
the need 1n the present political context to organise
simultaneously a Left and democratic front and a front against
dictatonal forces

EMS stressed that the meaning and importance of the change
wrought by the two above mentioned events should be properly
understood and remarked, "once this was done we would be
compelled to do many things different from our earlier
understanding”

Narrating the Party's fight to break the Congress monopoly of
power and against 1ts bid to retain 1t, he said that the Congress was
in a bigger crisis than it ever had faced That was not all Anybody
who takes a close look at the background of the Emergency and
the 1977 elections will realise that what has now taken place 1s not
merely the expulsion of a ruling party from power, but the Indian
bourgeoisie as a whole falling into a deep crisis The Emergency
cut at the roots of the Constitution and changed 1ts lock, stock and
barrel Now a return to the 1950 Constitution 1s being attempted
The real depth of the crisis 1s borne out by these two facts

An 1nteresting feature 1s that the attempt by Mrs Gandhi and
the Congress and that by the bourgeois Opposition under the
leadership of J P were both unconstitutional Both were trying to
solve the cnisis faced by them outside the ambit of the
Constitution by which they were swearing till then

It has now been revealed that neither the Central Intelligence
nor the Minister for Home Affairs nor the Law Minister had
reported that there was any danger to National Security in 1975,
that the Constitutional provision that the Cabinet, and not the
Prime Minister, should recommend declaration of Emergency to
the President had not been adhered to, and that the then President
had commutted a grave mistake 1n declaring the Emergency on the
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Prime Minister's advice—all these show that the basis of the
bourgeots system of Government had been shattered.

Only one Party 1n India had foreseen these developments the
CPI(M) Its Madurai Congress Resolution had warned that the
semi fascist terror let loose in West Bengal would not be confined
etther to that State or that Party and that nobody was going to
escape from its clutches But no other opposition party heeded
this warning till the Emergency was clamped

But the Madurair Resolution was incomplete 1n certain aspects
A cnsis 1s created not only by the conflicts between the
revolutionary forces and the ruling classes, but also by
contradictions among the parties representing the ruling classes
A revolutionary crisis 1s created when all the basic contradictions
in the society deepen Sometimes, contradictions within the
ruling classes will be crucial For instance, the Second World War
broke out not due to the contradictions between the Socialist
world and 1mperialism, but due to the internal contradictions
between the fascist and non fascist powers among the imperialist
Powers

The Party believed that the Emergency would continue for
long So 1t was as surprised when the elections were declared 1n
January 1977 as when the Emergency was declared It did not
expect that the bourgeois parties would resist to the extent they
actually did This was the reason why the Party could not foresee
that Mrs Gandhi would be compelled to hold elections

The Janata Party 1s not a Left and democratic force nor 1s 1t a
party of dictatorship This 1s what distinguishes 1t from the
Congress though both represent the same classes The Right C P
does not recognise this cardinal point and hence 1t 1s caught 1n a
cobweb of contradictions As long as 1t does not jon the
democratic front against the forces of dictatorship, 1t will not have
a place n the Left and democratic front This 1s true for all Left
and democratic parties

If the crisis that has enveloped the bourgeors feudal system 1s to
be averted the policies adopted by the Congress and Janata should
be basically changed The Left and democratic front 1s for that
purpose Our main task 1n this period 1s to build and strengthen
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this front But to maintain this front a broader front of all those
against the forces of dictatorship 1s necessary This broader front
cannot exist unless the other front 1s strong

In conclusion EMS said that experience had confirmed the
correctness of the Party's approach to the international situation
Not to align with anybody, to stand on one's own ground, not to
pawn one's intellect to anybody, to develop one's own policies and
programme and to be proud of the gains made by all the Socialist
countries are the main aspects of this approach

E K Nayanar, the State Secretary, placed the report of the six
years since December 1971 which gave a detailed account of the
Party's multifarious activities and the numerous struggles to
which the Party and the allied mass organisations gave
leadership The report showed that the membership and activities
of the Party and allied mass organisations had appreciably
increased to the extent that the ruling front had to ally one by one
with the Kerala Congress, communal organisations like the NDP
and SRP and all reactionary forces 1n order to face the resistance
put up by the Party While pointing out the big strides, the Party
had taken 1n the face of gruesome attacks which took a toll of 255
comrades and sympathisers and the resistance, however meagre,
1t put up to the Emergency 1t also underlined its weaknesses that
are to be corrected The Right C P's role since 1969 when 1t broke
the united front was also discussed 1n detail A lively and fruitful
discussion followed for two days at the end of which the report
was adopted with minor changes

Delegates to the Party Congress were elected as also the new
State Commuttee consisting of 47 members E K Nayanar was
re elected Secretary of the State Commuttee

Addressing the delegates at the concluding session of the
Conference, Jyot1 Basu said that in the developing new situation
new problems have arisen, that even 1n areas where the Party 1s
weak, people look to 1t for solying their problems and that all
these things would be discussed at the Congress

Speaking at length on West Bengal since 1972 he explained
what had happened between 1972 and 1977, during the
Emergency period and after 1t was withdrawn, the principled
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stand the Party took both 1n the March and June elections and the
unreasonable stand of the State leadership of the Janata Party,
particularly during the June elections which 1solated it from
the people

He pointed out that people from other States and other sections
are looking upon the West Bengal and Tripura Left Front
Governments The two Governments are trying to live up to the
people's expectations and to this end are keeping constant contact
with the people, mass organisations and political parties

That all the powers are vested with the Centre creates
numerous problems to the States It was for this reason that the
West Bengal Government suggested a re distribution of power 1n
a note circulated among all State Governments and people A
dialogue 1s expected to grow on this 1ssue at the national level

He then listed certain things his Government had done so far
which include a change 1n the irregular practice of appointments
in public undertakings, an attempt to change the practice and
approach of the officials, attempts, not so far successful, to re
open closed muills, over 150 1in number, attempt to distribute
certain essential commodities at subsidised rates, release of
most of the political prisoners, reinstatement of dismissed
Government employees including 150 policemen, disbursing
Rs 100 as bonus to all Government employees, bonus payment
to more than 90 per cent of the working class, legislation to
safeguard the sharecroppers, food for work schemes, etc

Jyoti Basu said that the whole Party should help and guide the
West Bengal Government as the enemies are trying to use every
opportunity against 1t



People’s Hopes Belied*

CPI(M) Polit Bureau on the Central Budget
for the year 1978-79

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
has 1ssued the following statement to the Press in New Delhi on
March 1, 1978 on the Central Budget of the Union Government

The Budget presented by the Finance Minister completely belies
the hopes of the common people who relied on the promises of the
Janata Party made in 1ts Election Manifesto The party thundered
against deficit financing of the previous Congress Government as
being the main cause of inflation and rise 1n prices And yet, the
Budget has provided for over a thousand crores of rupees of deficit
financing This massive dose of deficit financing coupled with a
savage increase of Excise duties on all articles of over Rs 500
crores, will push up the prices of cloth, sugar, kerosene, matches,
in fact, on all articles of consumption of the common people

Only a few days ago the Finance Minister bemoaned that despite
all concessions he had made, no new 1nvestments 1n industries
were taking place The stark reality 1s that with the purchasing
power of the common people being continuously depressed,
industries are 1in doldrums This facts 1s highlighted by the Finance
Minister’s own statement 1n the Budget speech that export demand
has sustained to a significant extent industries like engineering,
leather, 1ron and steel, textiles and sugar These exports have been
made possible by huge subsidies People of this country have to
go without cloth, sugar, foot wear, etc And they have to subsidise
the consumption of such commodities by the people of more
affluent countries

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 5, 1978
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That a good part of the limited production of steel, coal and
engineering goods has to be exported instead of going into
industrial development of the country 1s the biggest indictment of
the policies so far pursued of catering to the insatiable greed of
the monopolists and other parasitic sections and impoverishing
the people The present Budget does not depart from this beaten
track

There 1s no justification for increasing the defence budget, which
has reached nearly Rs 3000 crores in the present Budget, in the
context of improved relations with our neighbours The need 1s to
actively pursue those steps for improving the relations with our
neighbours and considerably reduce the defence expenditure

The Finance Minister states, "while the legitimate demands for
additional emoluments should be met, these have to be apprised
against the soci1o economic realities of the country It 1s, therefore,
important to have guidelines to determine the wages, incomes and
prices policy” The income disparities in the country are mainly
the yawning disparities in the incomes of monopoly and Big
Business houses and their collaborators and the class of big
landlords, usurious moneylenders and speculative traders on the
one hand and the peasants, agricultural labourers, workers, middle
class employees and other common people on the other Without
putting an end to this yawning disparity no industrial and
agricultural development of any significant nature can take place
The Government, despite all the talk of reducing income disparities,
only talks of additional emoluments being determined in the
context of the "soc1o economic realities of the country" No attempt
1s made to change these "soc1o economic realities" This 1s a
warning to the working class and other wage eamers of the lot
they will have to face 1n the days to come

Our Party stands for a massive investment 1n the rural sector
for tackling the problems of poverty and unemployment But
such investment will have the desired results only 1f steps are taken
to free the peasants and agricultural labourers from the economic
and social grip of landlords, kulaks and moneylenders Otherwise,
the benefits of such investment will in the man goto further enrich
these affluent sections 1n the rural areas, as happened 1n the case
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of the so called "green revolution” of the Congress Government
There 1s no indication 1n the Budget that the same fate will not
befall the new increased investments for rural development

In the final analysis without shattering the basis of the present
soc10 economic order and ending the dependence on foreign aid
all talk of development of the economy, lessening of unemployment
and improving the lot of the people will end in fiasco. The Janata
Patry Government has learnt no lesson from the performance of
the Congress Government for the last thirty years



Authoritarian Forces Rear
Their Head Again*

Statement of the Central Committee of CPI(M)

The Central Comnuttee of the Commumist Party of Inda
(Marxist), after its meeting held in New Delhi from March 3 10 7,
1978 issued the following statement to the Press on March 5,
1978

The election results, especially n the two States of Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh, have once more focussed attention on the
fact that the forces justifying Emergency and dictatorship have
yet to be 1solated from the people and the battle against them has
not yet been won The Indira Congress 1s now 1n a position to
establish 1ts Ministry 1n the two States In Maharashtra also, the
two Congresses together are very near securing a majority of
seats and their total strength exceeds that of the Janata Party
These developments have once more shown that the 1solation of
the Congress organisation from the people has only been half
done and vast sections are still unaware of the great harm done by
Congress policies during the Emergency and before 1t

That this development should take place eleven months after
the electoral rout of the Congress in March last year and 1ts
subsequent defeat 1n the June elections, only underlines the many
weaknesses 1n the functioning of the Janata Party Government at
the Centre and 1n the various States It 1s obvious that large
sections of the masses 1n Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh could hardly feel any difference since the Janata
Government assumed power at the Centre

Anti People Policies

Even though parliamentary norms and liberties were restored,
the MISA continues to disfigure the Statute Book to this day

*Published 1n "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 12, 1978
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In the various States ruled by the Janata Party, strikes were being
suppressed, ordinances were being passed and a min1 MISA was
enacted to suppress the electricity workers’ strike 1in Madhya
Pradesh In several places police opened fire on striking workers,
teachers, doctors and engineers had to undergo the humiliation of
incarceration and beatings at the hands of the police and in many
places the landlords as i1f armed with a new mandate mercilessly
attacked the agricultural labourers and Harijans

Besides, an additional weakness in Andhra Pradesh was that
the Janata Government at the Centre failled to dismiss the
notorious Vengal Rao Mimstry under whose regime a large
number of Naxalites were murdered by the police and the people
were repressed The Janata Party 1n the State also failed to strike
roots among the people championing the democratic rnights and
economic demands of the common man It has at the same time
to be noted that in Andhra Pradesh many Indira Congress
candidates used enormous money power to secure electoral gains

Disappointing Performance

The economic performance of the Government was not only
disappointing, 1t badly affected the interests of the people

The Government has failed to bring down prices and give
relief to the people The workers’ and employees’ demands met
with growing resistance As regards the peasantry, liquidation of
earlier Land Reforms Acts was advocated to bolster the interests
of the big holders There was hardly any attempt to implement
sincerely the mimmum wages Act for the agricultural labourers
The promise to tackle the unemployment problem remained
enclosed 1n the election manifesto

If the Janata Party remamed blind to this musperformance,
the Indira Congress and Reddy Congress fully utilised these
weaknesses 1n their agitation among the people Indira Gandhi in
particular laid stress on the attacks on Haryjans and Mushm
munorities, the failure to hold the price line and the stagnant
condition of the economy The argument that for thirty years she
herself had pursued the same policies could only be a debating
retort but not a convincing answer to an electorate which was
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suffering extreme hardship from the ever nising prices and which
expected the Janata Party to bring at least partial relief to them

Hindi Fanaticism

The situation was further worsened by the fanatical advocacy
of Hindi on the floor of Parhament by many adherents of the
Janata Party and the open opposition of its leaders to any
democratic change 1n the Centre State relations under the Indian
Constitution The Prime Minister even opposed a national debate
on the question

Not satisfied with this, some Central leaders of the Janata Party
took an openly anti strike and anti working class attitude on
many occasions and supported the Maharashtra Government of
the Congress Party 1n 1its denial of the basically just demands of
the State Government employees who were on strike

It would, therefore, be erroneous to think that the policies
pursued by the Janata Party have nothing to do with the big
victory of the Indira Congress in the two States and 1ts near
victory in the State of Maharashtra Any one who misses the link
between the performance of the Janata Party and the victory of
the Congress only lhives in a world of self complacence and
unreality It is for the Janata Party leaders and members to
understand that they are at least partially responsible for the
reinforcement of the forces that openly and brazenly not only
stand for dictatorship but justify 1t as an electoral platform

The election results would certainly have been very different if
the Central and State Governments of the Janata Party had firmly
stood, like the West Bengal Left Front Government, by the
democratic rights of the people, refusing to deploy the police
against popular movements and determinedly carried out a policy
of giving immediate and direct relief to the rural and urban
poverty stricken masses Such a performance would have been an
eloquent testimony to the sincenty of the Janata Government
regarding its electoral promises It would have meant a new glow

of hope to the weaker sections who 1n a large measure voted for
the Indira Congress in the two States
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It was thought that the split in the Congress ranks, the division
of the parent orgamisation mto two rival orgamisations would
offer an easy victory to the Janata Party It 1s now clear that in the
two States of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka a substantially
major portion of the Congress following has supported Indira
Gandhi, even in Maharashtra she has won an almost equal
number of seats with the Reddy Congress In Assam the Indira
Congress appears to be a much smaller force than the other wing
The fact, however, 1s that large sections have shown their
preference for the Indira Congress which attacked the Reddy
Chavan Congress for pursuing a compromising policy and
presented 1tself as uncompromisingly opposed to the Janata Party
It only bespeaks of a sharper process of polarisation between the
two parties, a polansation which does not admit easily of a
compromise

Urgency For Measures

The fact has to be noted that the Indira Congress was able to
secure big majorities in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and a
very big vote 1in Maharashtra despite the exposures of the crimes
of her administration before the Shah Commussion It only shows
that the mass of the rural people are yet unaware of the enormity
of these misdeeds and she was able to appear successfully before
them 1n the two States as the champion of the Haryjans and the
downtrodden It also shows the urgency of the Central and State
Governments taking quick ameliorative measures to do justice to
the Haryjans and the weaker sections Failure in this direction 1n
the last eleven months has enabled Indira Gandhi to exploit 1t for
electoral purposes

Accentuation Of Struggle

The electoral developments leading to the formation of two
Indira Congress Ministries are bound to accentuate the struggle
between the forces of dictatorship and democracy and more so
between the party in power and the party out of power The
electoral battle 1s not the end of this conflict but the conflict will
now again appear in sharper and sharper form on 1ssues of policy,
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on 1ssues of Centre State relations and several other questions,
affecting the lives of the people

This conflict will again involve large sections of the people
one way or the other with the Indira Congress trying to
consolidate 1ts hold and gaining additional following to discredit
the Janata Party and its programme For the people as a whole
this battle will be a part of the battle of the democratic forces
against dictatorship, a part of the battle to 1solate the Indira
Congress and 1ts platform, a task which can be discharged only 1f
the Janata Party fulfils 1ts democratic commitments and does not
allow the initiative to pass into opposite hands

In present day conditions, democratic commitments cannot be
fulfilled until and unless the present economic policies undergo a
very important change It has been found again and again that
political democracy without minimum economic democracy and
equality remains just a word, a list of formal rights which have
very little basis in actual practice For thirty years the Congress
served the interests of the upper classes and in the end had to
demolish democracy guaranteed by the Indian Constitution
This will be the fate of every party which, whatever its
professions about protecting democracy, succumbs to the
economic influence of the vested interests The Janata Party,
therefore, has to reassess not only 1ts democratic performance but
1ts economic policies also

It 1s an amazing thing to see the leaders of the Janata Party
even now advocating the retention of Preventive Detention on the
Statute Book It 1s equally shocking to find that the latest budget
of the Janata Government 1s nothing but a carbon copy of the
many nfamous budgets prepared by the previous Congress
(overnment

The electoral reverses of the Janata Party—in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka—were partly due to 1ts failure to mobilise all anti
dictatorial forces

Our Party has consistently worked for unity of the democratic
forces, for electoral understanding between them to inflict a
defeat, on the forces of dictatorship represented by the Congress
Concentrating on the defeat of these forces 1s the most important
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task of the moment Our Party had offered majority of seats to the
Janata Party during the West Bengal Assembly elections, despite
our unassailable strength

In Tripura also our Party endeavoured to maintain the unity of
the democratic forces and protect the immediate interests of the
masses by agreeing to work 1n a coalition Ministry with the
Janata Party

Partisan Aims

Recent elections again reveal that some leaders of the Janata
Party at the Centre and 1n the States are totally oblivious of the
importance of all in unity to defeat the Congress and behave as 1f
they are 1n monopolist possession of the masses, and recklessly
pursue partisan aims

In Assam they refused to have any understanding with our
Party, dividing the anti dictatorial vote But for this break the
Janata Party and its allies would have been in a completely
dominating position in the Assembly

Break with PWP

In Maharashtra the short sighted and partisan behaviour of
some Janata Party leaders from the centre broke the under
standing with the Peasants’ and Workers’ Party which led to loss
of not less than thirty seats, depriving the Janata Party and 1ts
allies of a comfortable majority It 1s clear that such behaviour
endangered the fight against authoritarian dictatorship

Our Party played an important role in bringing an under
standing between the Janata and Peasants’ and Workers’ Party
The Janata leader, Sr1 S M Joshi, understood the urgent need for
unity and agreed to our proposal to give eighty seats to the PWP
For no reason this arrangement was torpedoed by some Central
Ministers who must bear the responsibility for the huge success
of the two Congresses

Our Party, however, continued 1ts efforts for unity and reached
an understanding with the Janata in Andhra Pradesh and
Mahasashtra Unfortunately, the blind and grabbing attitude of
Karnataka Janata leaders prevented an understanding in that
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State It 1s time that the Janata leaders put a curb on these
disruptive tendencies 1n their party and call on all to put the
interests of the ant1 dictatorial struggle above everything

Taking mto consideration the need of fighting the reactionary
forces of dictatorship, our Party has announced its support to the
formation of Janata Ministrnies 1n Maharashtra and Assam Our
Party 1s, of course, unable to participate in the Ministry but will
lend 1ts support to all measures which help democratic advance,
rebuff dictatorship and protect the economic interests of the
masses

CPI(M)’s Advance

The Central Committee congratulates the State Commutees of
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Assam on their electoral
advance In Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, the Party fought
the battle 1in co operation with the Janata Party In Assam, the
Party had not only to fight the two Congresses but also the Janata
Party, and we carried on the contest 1n co operation with other
Left parties Our gamns in Assam, therefore, earned under very
difficult conditions, reveals the consolidated strength that the
Party has developed Our Party’s growth 1n these three States will
be of great help in the struggle for maintaining democratic unity
and carrying on an uncompromising fight against the forces of
authoritarianism

The wholesale 1mportation by the Janata of the most
discredited elements 1n the Congress as the new champions of
democracy created a feeling of revulsion among the more
intelligent sections of the people Wishing to secure easy
electoral victory, former Chief Ministers, defectors, ardent
supporters of the Emergency, corrupt elements, everyone who
was prepared to accept the Janata ticket was pressed 1nto service
to fight the Congress In the rural areas, landlords and the vested
Interests who distinguished themselves by their harassment of the
common man and oppression of the Haryjans figured as the new
kmghts defending democracy The Janata Party had promised to
the people a clean admmistration and yet 1t was supporting
compromising elements, who as Congress leaders and Ministers
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had amassed huge fortunes This spectacle of corrupt and
discredited Congressmen occupying a permanent place on the
Janata side certainly neutralised a section of the electorate

Image Compromised

The 1mage of the Janata Party 1s being compromised by the
egregious attempts of the RSS leaders to put their stamp on the
organisation and their efforts to secure all the vantage points 1n
the Government This fact has been noted by the democratic
elements 1n the Party who have started rousing the members to
this danger It 1s no use the Party leaders assuring the people
that no such moves are afoot and everything 1s alright within
the Party

RSS Menace

The struggle for getting RSS nominees 1n State Ministries, the
display of parades and RSS strength have created feelings of
revulsion and concern 1n the minds of large sections of our
people Very few know that some Janata candidates belonging
to the RSS carmed on openly Hindu chauvinist propaganda
ending their speeches with "Jar Janata, Jai Hindu" Taking
into consideration the wide apprehensions among the minornty
community, 1t will be disastrous 1f the Left and democratic forces
do not counter this evil and prevent disruption of democratic
unity The effect on the Muslim minority especially has been
calamitous and 1t was fully exploited by Indira Gandhi

All those who stand for democracy wish that the Janata Party
puts 1ts own house 1n order

For the democratic movement the situation 1s a complicated
and difficult one The main opponent of democracy and
parhamentary norms has again reared its head by misleading
lakhs of people into 1ts camp Complacency, lack of vigilance,
and failure to keep up popular resistance to dictatorship will
mean disaster All hands must pull together to fight the forces of
authoritarian rule and vanquish them Once again, the all
important task 1s to mobilise the people for ant1 authortarian
struggle
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Nine Point Programme

It 1s necessary to take quick steps to see that the dictatorial
forces are not able to utilise their ministerial positions as a
jumping off ground for launching conspiracies against
democracy Against the platform of Indira Gandhi with its
justification of Emergency the democratic forces must put
forward their democratic platform for immediate action They
must demand (1) withdrawal of MISA, and all provisions for
preventive detention from the Constitution, withdrawal of the
Government’s proposal to make preventive detention a part of
the ordinary law, (2) withdrawal of 42nd Amendment Act,
(3) abolition of RAW, (4) provision in the Constitution to put all
fundamental nights beyond the mischief of any Government or
party, (5) electoral reforms with proportional representation,
reducing voting age to 18 and right to recall to assert the
supremacy of the people over their representatives, (6) dialogue
on Centre State relations, (7) equality of all Indian
languages—no 1mposition of Hindi, (8) amendment of
provisions regarding declaration of Emergency, (9) amelioration
of the conditions of the people

Immediate Task

To work ceaselessly for the realisation of these demands 1s the
iesponsibility of all the Left and democratic forces These forces
which understand the weakness of the Janata Party’s policies
and understand the importance of defending the economic
interests of the masses must join together to stop this drift in the
ruling party’s policies, exert their pressure for fulfilling 1ts
democratic commitments and create a viable force which will
attract more and more people towards itself This task has to be

done and discharged, otherwise there will be a tendency towards
further dnift

Against Vacillations

The compromising elements in the Janata Party will take
advantage of the Congress strength to go slow with democratic
and economic reforms and there will be an attempt to 1solate the
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Left and democratic forces 1n the country It 1s, therefore, more
than necessary to mobilise all the Left and democratic elements
i all parties for the firm implementation of a policy consistently
defending democracy and evoking the support and sympathies of
the masses Our Party once again calls upon all these elements to
Join together and wage continuous criticism and struggle against
all vacillations and dnft

Our Party considers that the role played by the Right CP
leadership 1n the recent elections once more demarcates them as
collaborators with the Congress In Karnataka, they allied
themselves with the Indira Congress In Andhra Pradesh they
allied themselves with the Reddy Congress, and in certain
constituencies, they worked for the Indira Congress refusing to
direct the electoral battle against the architects and supporters of
Emergency

Objectively they once again became the allies of the forces of
dictatorship, going against the interests of the people Besides
their entire understanding and plea that the forces of dictatorship
were already routed has proved to be bankrupt It was only a plea
to divert attention from a fight against the main culprt

Our Party wants the Right C P ranks to join the mainstream of
the democratic movement and welcomes their growing resistance
to the revisionist and reactionary policies of the leadership The
leaders are again going wrong because they seek to justify their
entire past and do not have the courage to admut that the support
to the authoritarian Emergency logically followed from their
policies of class collaboration

There 1s now a panicky trend inside the Chavan Reddy
Congress to join the Indira Congress and present a solid front
against the Janata The advocates of this trend will only
consolidate the forces of dictatorship and install Indira Gandhi as
their supreme leader Bewildered by this, some Left and
democratic elements in this organisation are likely to lose their
firmness not knowing which way to turn The same thing 1s likely
to happen to the Left and democratic elements 1n the Janata Party
The nising menace of the Congress will be used as a plea for
stopping all inner party discussions, 1 e, for blind acceptance of
the policies of the leadership
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Our Party warns against these likely developments and calls
upon these elements to stand firm on the basis of mass support
Today, the united trade umion movement and the strength of the
mass organisations mostly led by Left and democratic parties is a
factor influencing the policies of the Government and if these
forces rely on this mass strength they will have no reason to
retreat or vacillate

With the election results foreshadowing an intensified struggle
for democracy and against the forces of authoritarian dictatorship,
the CPI(M) appeals to all Left and democratic forces to stand
together and be ready to mobilise all popular forces to give a
rebuff to the upholders of Emergency, ruthlessly fight against

all compromises and overcome the weakness in policies and
performance



Reception Committee’s Welcome
Address*

Delivered by Satwant Singh on April 2, 1978
At Jullundur Inaugurating the Tenth Congress
of The Communist Party of India (Marxist)

I heartily welcome all the delegates and observers to the Tenth
Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) who have
gathered here from all parts of the country This 1s the second time
In twenty years, after the Amritsar Congress 1n 1958, that Punjab
has been given the opportunity to host the Party Congress Not
only do we feel honoured to have been given this privilege, we are
also hoping to learn a great deal from the discussions i1n the
Congress where leading comrades of the Party will take part
Meeting after six years since the 1972 Madurai Congress we hope
that this Congress would prove to be a great occasion 1n the life
both of our Party 1n particular and the country 1n general

Difficult Period

The six year period since Madurar has been one of the most
difficult 1n the history of our Party In West Bengal a reign of
semi fascist terror had been imposed, which led to the killing of
1,200 of our comrades and caused immense sufferings, torture
and imprisonment to thousands of others Similarly, severe
repression was launched against our Party and 1ts mass
organisations 1n Kerala and Tripura The repression reached 1its
peak and assumed national scale during the period of Emergency,
when all democratic rights were taken away and a ruthless,
authoritarian regime was 1nstalled

As always, our Party was the first to identify and raise 1ts voice
against this trend towards authoritarianism and one party
dictatorial rule In the Political Resolution of the Madurai

*Published in “PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY", New Delh, Apnil 16, 1978 The Tenth
Party Congress of CPI(M) was held at Jullundur on Apnil 2 8, 1978
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Congress, the Party gave a call for the broadest possible
democratic unity in order to fight this menace And since then,
particularly during the Emergency, we left no stone unturned to
build such unity The traumatic experience of the dark days of
1975 77 has vindicated our political position, while 1t goes to the
credit of the entire Party—from the leadership at the top to every
ordinary member—that we have survived the vicious offensive of
the Government to destroy the Party and have emerged once again
as a major factor m the politics of the country For this we should
also remain grateful forever to the Indian people, who gave our
comrades shelter, food, security and courage and through many
protests—both open and silent—eventually defeated the forces of
authoritarianism 1n the Lok Sabha elections 1n March 1977

The Punjab Movement

Since the Congress 1s taking place in Punjab perhaps you might
wish to know something about the Communist movement 1n this
State The movement has a long history in Punjab It began almost
immediately after the Great October Revolution 1n 1917, at the
same time when 1t began 1n Calcutta and Bombay The inspiration
and cadres for the building of the Party in Punjab came principally
from three sources

The first group comprised those who were 1nitially inspired by
the Khilafat, and joined the Muhajareens and then left for Turkey
via Afghanistan Many of them, after failing to go to Turkey,
decided instead to go to the Soviet Union to fight the forces of
reaction and imperialism and 1n defence of Socialism One of
them was Mohammad Ali, who came from this district and
eventually became one of the founder members of the Communist
Party of India which was formed in Tashkent in 1920 21 This
great revolutionary died a martyr’s death at the hands of Hitler
soldiers during the Second World War Another Muhajar who
subsequently became an important leader of our Party was
Ferozuddin Mansur He was arrested after crossing the Pamir and
became one of the accused 1n the famous Peshawar Conspiracy
Case, the first major trial of Communusts 1n this country Mansur
contributed a great deal to the popularisation of the ideals of
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Socialism and after the partition of the country, he became the
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Pakistan Like
Mohammad Ali, Mansur died a martyr’s death from inhuman
torture 1n Pakistani prisons Another Muhajar to mention 1s
Ghulam Hussain who after returning to India staited the Urdu
weekly InqiLaB (Revolution) There were many others, who gave
their brain and muscle to building the Party and Socialist
consciousness after their return from Moscow

The second source was those associated with the Gadar Party
Punjab being an agricultural State, life here has always been
profoundly influenced by the performance of the agricultural
sector and weather conditions Land relations, years of bad
weather and harvest have tended to push people out of land n
search of job, food and shelter into other areas, including other
States of India and even across the international frontiers One
such agricultural crisis 1in 1901 1905 led to a large migratory flow,
many going to Canada and the United States It 1s those Indians
abroad who formed the Gadar Party 1n 1913 with the objective of
liberating India When their attempt to liberate the country from
outside failed, many of them came to realise the need for
organising the masses in anti imperialist struggle After the
Revolution of 1917 many of them came under the influence of
Marxism, and these leaders of the Gadar Party played an
important role 1n the birth and development of the Communist
movement in Punjab

Let me mention 1n particular two Gadar leaders who helped 1n
the nitial stage—Bhair Rattan Singh and Bhai Santokh Singh—
both of whom went to Moscow and had the privilege of meeting
Comrade Lenin Both of them were highly impressed by what they
saw 1n the Soviet Union, and became convinced of the need to
transform their organisation into one commuitted to Socialist revolu
tion Bhai Rattan Singh began touring various countries in order
to mobilise overseas Indians and to select students for the Moscow
University of the Toilers of the East, while Bhai Santokh Singh
returned to India for work here Bhai Rattan Singh eventually
had the honour of attending the Third Congress of the Communist
International and of replacing Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on
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the Executive of the League Against Impenialism in 1931 He died
in 1943 1n Italy after prolonged illness, working till his last breath
for the cause of Indian Independence and Socialist revolution
Bhai Santokh Singh was instrumental 1n propagating the 1deals of
Socialism among the members of the Akali and Congress parties,
and 1n 1926 began publishing from Amritsar a monthly paper
called Kirmi (worker) With the help of Baba Karam Singh
Cheema and Bhag Singh Canadian, two other prominent leaders
who contributed a great deal to the establishment of the
Communist movement 1n Punjab Later the two leaders took
initiative to form 1n December 1927 the Peasants’ and Workers’
Party in Punjab Their efforts were supplemented by many
erstwhile members of the Gadar Party who returned to India after
studying at the Moscow University of Toilers of the East

The third source was the militant elements among the Akalis
and Congressmen who became disillusioned with the national
movement led by Gandhi, and particularly after the success of
the Bolshevik Revolution, they now found the path of salvation
of the Indian people Later on they formed a mihtant youth
organisation called Nau Jawan Bharat Sabha This Sabha included
those who came from the working class and peasant movement of
that time

With time, along with the organisations of workers and
peasants grew the organisations of students and youth Although
the peasant organisations were banned several times, every time
they reappeared under a different name When the All India Kisan
Sabha was fo med 1n 1935, Punjab became 1ts strongest unit All
these formed the basis of the growth and success of the
Communist movement i1n the State, which represented the
glorious revolutionary tradition of Punjab, a tradition created
among others by the Muhajarees, members of the Gadar Party,
Babar Akalis and Bhagat Singh and his associates

Growing Influence

In the famous Meerut Conspiracy Case three of the accused
were from Punjab The Conspiracy Case contributed considerably
to the propagation of the ideals of scientific Socialism 1n the State
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The growing influence of the 1llegal Party was also reflected 1n
the elections held 1n 1937 under the 1935 Government of India
Act, which returned seven Communists to the State Assembly
The influence even spread among the Congress and the
Communists became an effective political force in the pre
Independence Congress Party The Communist movement was
further strengthened when many Babar Akalis, including most of
the colleagues of Bhagat Singh, joined the Party after their release
from long imprisonment Another landmark 1n the history of the
Party was reached at the time of the partition of the country, when
the Party fought with conviction and courage the evil forces of
communalism, and 1ts members risked their lives to protect the
minorities on both sides

As under British colonial rule, the Communists 1n Punjab had
to face many attacks and repressive measures from the ruling
Congress Party Not only did the Party survive those, 1t
successfully led many movements of the workers, peasants and
students A major struggle of the post Independence period was
on the 1ssue of Betterment Levy 1n 1959, which united all sections
of the peasantry and was sustained 1n solid defiance of all kinds
of intimidation and repression, lathi charges and firings This
struggle forced the State Government to withdraw the Betterment
Levy to the tune of Rs 136 crores The place where we are
holding the Congress was an important centre of this historic
struggle .

No less significant has been the role of the Punjab State unit of
the Party in 1its fight against the dual challenge of revisipnism and
adventurism We are proud that not only the vast majority of the
Party membership rallied behind the CPI(M), more than 70 per
cent of the leadership of the united Party at the district and State
levels rejected revisionism and joined us Moreover more than
80 per cent of those whose membership dated from the days of
the 1llegal Party decided to join our Party

Our Party today represents the best of the traditions of the
revolutionary movement 1n the State As in the pre Independence
days our commitment to anti imperialist struggle continues
During the fifties, Comrade Kamnail Singh died at the hands of the
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Portuguese imperialists 1n the fight for the liberation of Goa
Similarly, the other major aspects of the tradition—consistent,
uncompromising fight against bourgeois landlord rule—is being
intensified through many struggles of workers, peasants, landless
and middle class

All these should not imply that we claim to be a very strong
party We are aware that our Party 1s still weak We have been
analysing both the subjective and the objective factors which
explain our weaknesses, and the tasks which should be imple
mented 1n order to make the Party stronger Punjab still remains
very much an agricultural State, with very few big industries and a
working class which 1s numerically quite small Furthermore,
until recently a major weakness of our activities was that we
concentrated more on the 1ssues affecting the entire peasantry
than the 1ssues which directly concern the poor peasants and the
agricultural labourers Our organisation among the agricultural
labourers was weak But recently in certain areas we seem to have
succeeded 1n making a breakthrough among the poorest sections
of the rural people And 1n future years we hope to give this task a
high prionity The Party has also made some headway among the
students and youth Our influence 1s growing everywhere and 1t 1s
no exaggeration to say that a large section of the democratic
minded people look towards us for leadership No less significant
1s the fact that in the preparation for the Party Congress we got
fullest cooperation from all sections of people—workers,
agricultural labourers, peasants, middle class—all of whom
enthusiastically helped financially and otherwise The Party
Congress also gave impetus to the comrades and sympathisers to
spread the message of the Party throughout the length and breadth
of the State We are sincerely hoping that the holding of the
Congress here would make a considerable 1mpact on the
development of the Party in Punjab

Before I conclude, I sincerely hope that you will enjoy your
stay here The people of Punjab are known for their hospitality—
and we hope to maintain that tradition of the State’s culture too
Although we have tried to the best of our ability to do whatever
we thought was necessary for the success of the Congress, there
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might still be many shortcomings in the preparations. I hope that
the delegates and observers would not hesitate to point to us our
mistakes, and we on our part promise full cooperation in meeting
your needs.

In the end, I again welcome you all, members of the Central
Committee, delegates to the Party Congress and observers, to the
Tenth Congress of our Party, the Party of the working class
representing the interests of the Indian people, the Party which
is committed to fight against the forces of authoritarianism
and dictatorship, the Party which will lead the country to building
a Left and democratic alternative as a real alternative, the
Communist Party of India (Marxist).

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA
(MARXIST)!

LONG LIVE UNITY OF WORKERS AND PEASANTS!

DOWN WITH THE FORCES OF AUTHORITARIANISM
AND DICTATORSHIP!

LONG LIVE LEFT AND DEMOCRATIC UNITY'!



Political Resolution*

Adopted by The Tenth Congress of
The Communist Party of India (Marxist)
Held at Jullundur on April 2 8, 1978

The period since the last Congress of our Party witnessed the most
profound crisis of capitalism since the end of the Second World
War leading to the aggravation of all the contradictions of the period

The most outstanding historic achievement of the period was
the victory of the people of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea and the
defeat 1n the battlefield of the powerful U S mulitary forces It 1s
the fourth biggest defeat of world imperialism since the Great
October Revolution, a common victory of the Socialist Camp, the
world working class and the national liberation movement The
three victorious peoples broke away from the world of capitalism
and imperialism, reminding the working class that ours was an
epoch of transition from capitalism to Socialism

The liberation of Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and
Angola marked the downfall of the piratical Portuguese empire
supported by the imperialist forces

The armed struggle of the people of Zimbabwe continues
unabated, despite the honeyed diplomacy and false promises of
the imperialists The attempts to inveigle the freedom fighters 1n
endless discussion with the usurper Ian Smith have failed The
people of Namibia are continuing their armed struggle against the
illegal occupation of their territory by South Africa

Racist South Africa witnesses an unprecedented revolutionary
upsurge in which hundreds are killed by the South African regime
The shock waves of this raw inhuman repression compel the
imperialists to protest, sometimes even support resolutions against
South Africa in the UN But their tactics get exposed and their
capacity to befool the fighting people has been reduced to nil

*Published as a booklet in May 1978
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With the old colonialist system crumbling before their eyes, the
imperalists try to regain their lost influence and control through
puppets, agents and adventurers In Chile, their agents brought
about the downfall of the Allende Government and installed
fascism, in Indonesia, they finance and support the outright fascist
regime of Suharto, in Bangladesh, they brought about the murder
of Mujibur Rahman, in Thailand their agents are busy supporting
one coup after another And yet on the morrow of their success n
several countries, they again face opposition and confrontation
from the people

A fierce battle 1s still on, with the imperialists on the losing side

World Capitalist Crisis

The period witnessed the most profound crisis of capitalism
since the end of the Second World War This was the first post war
crisis which simultaneously affected all capitalist countries Its
profound character was fully seen 1n the fact that it engulfed not
only spheres of production and consumption, but also the monetary
and credit spheres

If 1n the earlier periodical crises after the Second World War,
there were only declines 1n the rate of growth of production, now
there was sharp decline 1n absolute production 1n two successive
years, 1974 and 1975

It was also reflected in the tremendous growth of unemployment
which, according to the International Labour Organisation, reach
16 million 1n 23 countries surveyed According to the same source
there were seven million unemployed inthe U S A and S 5 million
in the EEC countries Figures for other capitalist countries were
equally alarming

The crisis broke out in the midst of unprecedented inflation

which multiplied the miseries of the working class
Since then fear of stagnation on the one hand and inflation on
the other has been haunting the minds of bourgeois administrators
All these have led to profound socio political consequences
The myth sought to be created by bourgeois economusts that
monopoly capitalism 1n a number of leading capitalist countries
which had built a huge military industrial complex by inflationary
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financing was 1n a position to 'regulate’ capitalism, that a new
'people’s capitalism’ has now emerged, etc , has been exploded
forever

Apart from transferring the burdens of the crisis to the working
class and people of their own countries, the imperialists also
transferred a considerable part of the crisis to the Third World
countries

This they did by increasing the prices of the goods they exported
to these countries and paying considerably less to the primary
commodities they imported from them, by increasing the rate of
interest on the borrowings from the International Development
Agency which was supposed to be the soft loan window of the
World Bank to help the developing countries

The retaliatory measures taken by the o1l producing countries
by raising the price of o1l sharpened the severity of the crisis

The intensity of the general crisis of capitalism 1s seen in the
fact that even a modest rate of recovery of around five per cent
has alarmed the capitalists of the concerned countries They fear
that an accentuated growth rate would lead to unmanageable
inflation, increase of unemployment, and breakdown of
the system

Thus the general crisis has reached a stage where capitalism
cannot attain even the pre crisis equilibrium 1n the spheres of
production, prices and employment The technological revolution,
which should enable maximising production and removing want
and misery, has the opposite effect under the rule of monopoly
capital The fundamental laws of capitalism assert themselves
with greater force People are enabled to see the superiority
of the socialist system over capitalism more clearly day
by day

All these developments tremendously accentuate all the

contradictions of our epoch which, 1n turn, accentuate the general
crisis of capitalism.

Contradiction Between Working Class and the Capitalist Class

This contradiction expresses itself in the increased number of
prolonged strikes since 1973 1974 The US A, Bnitain, France,
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West Germany, Italy saw repeated strike waves, strikes often
breaking over the heads of the reformist leadership to resist the
attempts of the capitalist ruling classes to pass on the burdens of
the crisis to the shoulders of the working class

On the continent of Europe, besides, the crisis saw the
liquidation of the fascist rule in Spain and Portugal with the
Communist Parties occupying a prominent place among the
democratic forces Inthe same period, the military junta in Greece
was overthrown

The Communist Parties of France and Italy have become
stronger parties, the former increasing its electoral strength still
further 1n the recent elections

All these are big advances for the working class of Europe and
mark a growing radicalisation of the working class and democratic
forces 1n these important capitalist countries, within the framework
of bourgeois parlilamentarism

This period had seen growing working class actions 1n the
US A, UK, France, Italy, Japan and other developed capitalist
countries although most of these actions were confined to economic
demands

Inter Imperialist Contradictions

The intensification of inter imperialist contradictions was seen
in a sertes of economic questions and policies—monetary reform,
tariff measures against imports from other countries, role of gold
in the international payments system, special drawing rights,
attitude to o1l producing countries and the immediate questions
concerning military alliances

The world market having shrunk due to the crisis, economic
rivalries between advanced capitalist countries have sharpened
as never before The conflict between Japanandthe U S A, between
West Germany and the USA, 1s leading to threats of protectionism
inthe US A The export of West German and especially Japanese
goodstothe US A has evoked protests and there have been strong
U S pressures against both these countries to lower their trade
balance, open their countries to U S goods and to raise the value
of their currency to facilitate U S imports
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Both on questions of economic and political policies, the conflict
often takes the form of sharp differences between the U S andits
other partners

They are unable to take joint measures against the sharpened
economic crists, and work at cross purposes Military alliances
have been weakened and SEATO has been dissolved On several
questions compromises have been struck, with the US A being
forced to withdraw from 1its original dominating position Some
refuse to fall in line with U S A''s intransigent position on the
demands of the Third World countries and want to accommodate
them, particularly their former colonies, to some extent

The EEC has become a powerful centre of rivalry to the U S
economic domination, with West Germany, France, Italy and
Britain accounting for 44 per cent of world exports of manufactures
(excluding military hardware and armaments) as against the
U S A 's share of 16 9 per cent

On the question of sale of nuclear processing plants, serious
conflicts have developed between France and West Germany

determuned to break the US monopoly 1n this sphere, and the
USA

Intensification of the Contradictions Between Imperialism and

Third World Countries

Despite the collapse of the colomial system, the contradictions
between imperialism and the Third World countries including their
ruling classes have intensified with the acute crisis of capitalism

The debt burdens of these countries to the impenalists mounted
up to 120 billion dollars by 1973 and has been rising at the rate of
20 billon dollars per annum The mounting debt charges together
with the price of unequal trade drain away the resources required
for development In consequence, economic growth 1s extremely
low or stagnant

Faced by this reality, the ruling classes of these countries make
jownt demands on the imperialists at the UN and World Bank
gatherings and conferences A new world order, ending of unequal
trade, removal of tanff barriers for import of commodities from
these countries, rescheduling of debt payments, easing of the terms
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of aid, transfer of technology, right to dispose of their natural
resources i1n accordance with their national interests, including the
right to nationalise the foreign companies who exploit these
resources, etc —such have been the demands

The non aligned movement has become strengthened with the
sharpened contradiction between imperialism and the under
developed countries In the non aligned conferences, U S and
other impenalists are openly attacked for their military and other
forms of support to forces fighting against national liberation
Multinationals and neo colonialists are unreservedly condemned
In all these they are supported by the countries of the socialist
world In the UN also the non aligned countries constitute a
powerful force exposing and defeating many imper:alist
machinations and conspiracies The united opposition to South
Africa and Rhodesia forced the imperialists to give up their naked
support to racial rule and verbally accept the principle of majority
rule The existence of the socialist world and the growth of 1ts
might embolden these countries to take up positions of opposition
to impernialism as detailed above

The U S 1mpenalists have encouraged Somalia to attack
Ethiopia But the massive aid from the USSR and the military
advisers from Cuba played a significant role in rebuffing the
aggression And recently, after the successful disruption of Arab
unity, the U S 1mpernalists have encouraged Israel to attack the
forces of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation in Lebanon

In Latin America also, the US 1mperalists met with severe
reverses Apart from the rise 1n mass resistances, the special
committee of the Organisation of American States (OAS) was
dissolved, thus ending the blockade of socialist Cuba The OAS
condemned the military junta in Chile in scathing terms for its
terror against the democrats and demanded an end to the
lawlessness and the restoration of human rights

While welcoming these developments, the class limitations of
the Governments of the Third World countries have to be kept in
mind Only the strength of the democratic movements inside these
countries can make non alignment a consistent policy Weakness
1n the intermal democratic movement leads to inconsistencies,
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instability and reversal as have been recently witnessed in Pakistan,
Bangladesh, etc

The rulers of a number of these countries have allied themselves
with US imperialism Among the rest, a big number have
embarked upon the path of developing capitalism without
destroying the pre capitalist socio economic relations in their
countries and rely to a large extent on all types of aid from the
imperialists for development This policy and the growth of
contradictions between the ruling classes and the peoples
of these countries constitute the fertile breeding ground for the
emergence of dictatorship The weaknesses of the working
class and 1ts mnability to rally together all the democratic
forces seriously hamper the struggle against the forces of
dictatorship

The U S imperialist diplomacy has recently recorded a
Machiavellian triumph 1n securing the services of Sadat to split
the united Arab front and open negotiations with Israel This was
preceded by ant1 Soviet steps on the part of Sadat and a US
conspiracy to end the influence of socialist countries 1n the Middle
East Never before was the class selfishness of the ruling classes
of some of these countries seen 1n this gross fashion The o1l money
of Saudi Arabia, the strongest friend of the U S A, has played a
big role 1n these nefarious dealings ‘

A huge part of the wealth accumulated by the o1l price hike has
been used by the Governments of a number of these countries for
importing luxury goods from the impenalist countries Only a small
part1s being utilised for developing some industrial complexes in
these countries and an insignificant part 1s being offered as aid to
the Third World countries No wonder that President Castro of

Cuba declared recently that the worst sufferers of the o1l price
hike were the developing countries

Neo Colonialism and the Third World

Of particular importance to our people and the peoples of the
Third World countries are the new methods that imperialism has

resorted to in view of the rise in anti imperialist feelings 1n these
countries
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Utilising the reliance of the ruling classes in Third World
countries on economic aid from the imperialist countries, the
imperialists offer to help them in building their industries. They
seek to appease them by aiding to a certain extent development
of certain type of industries which require low technique and which
can produce 'industrial' raw material needed by the new type of
industries that have arisen, as a result of the technological
revolution in the advanced capitalist countries.

The aim of the scheme is to seek collaboration with local
bourgeoisie for new opening for foreign monopoly capital. The
foreign monopolists offer to invest in these countries by promising
urgently needed capital goods and technical know-how. Their aim
is to transfer to these countries industry with outmoded technology,
which is profitable to them because of the cheap labour available
in the Third World countries. They intend to monopolise the
most technically developed modern industries for their own
countries. i

Through these means imperialism seeks to secure a new social
support for itself in these countries, while at the same time creating
a feeling among the people that it is assisting in the industrial-
isation of these countries. For this purpose, even multinationals
who have their subsidiaries in these countries are prepared
to modify their agreements from time to time. They are prepared
to dilute their shares and sell a percentage of these shares to the
local capitalists. The main strings, of course, they keep in their
hands.

All this helps the imperialists to keep these countries tied to the
world capitalist market. This kind of collaboration also enables
them to sell their machines, spare parts, etc. at inflated prices to
these countries thereby increasing their control through underhand
means. '

In the case of the industrially advanced countries of the Third
World like India, they are prepared to open the markets to some
extent for export of products of ancillary industries certain type of
engineering goods, machine-tools, etc. Also the bait is given to
junior partnership in the projects they build in other Third World
countries or sub-contracts in these projects.
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In this process of various types of collaboration, the impenalists
are forging link with the bureaucrats, politicians and even the
management personnel of public sector undertakings

Imperialism Versus Socialist World

In the period since the last Congress, the socialist world was
immensely strengthened by the resounding victories of the peoples
of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea

The further steady and uminterrupted economic growth of the
USSR, China and all the Socialist countries stood 1n good contrast
to the deepening crisis of the capitalist world

Apart from these outstanding successés, this period also
witnessed many important victories for the Socialist world over
the imperialists

Taiwan was expelled from the United Nations and the People's
Republic of China took 1ts nightful place inthe U N and became a
permanent member of the Security Council

As noted earlier, the U S 1nstigated blockade of socialist Cuba
by the South American States had to be lifted

Another important development was the acceptance of detente
by the impenalists, and the successful conclusion of the Helsinki
Conference on Peace and Co operation among European countries,
which was attended by the U S A The Final Act of the Conference,
as the declaration adopted at the conclusion of the conference
has come to be known, accepted many fundamental principles like
peaceful coexistence, non interference 1n the internal affairs of
other states, inviolability of the frontiers and territorial integrity
of states

As a result, the German Democratic Republic has received
international recognition and a large number of states have
normalised their relations with the GDR The Oder Neisse western
frontier of Poland, the frontiers of the GDR and Czechoslovakia
have been internationally confirmed Thus the Munich diktat has
been invalidated once for all 1n legal terms

This important advance of the socialist world and the retreat of
the imperialists was made possible by the shift in the balance of
forces on a world scale, the intensity of the desire for peace of the
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peoples of Europe, and above all, the growing industrial and
military might of the socialist countries, particularly of the USSR

The rapid development of socialist economies enables them to
render economic aid to the underdeveloped countries and end the
imperialist monopoly 1 supply of capital goods and technology
The military strength of the socialist countries often helps the
underdeveloped nations to defeat imperialist machinations backed
by arms These developments add to the intensity of the conflicts
between the two worlds

Only the most gullible could have believed that the formal
acceptance of detente by the impernialists would solve important
problems On the morrow of the signing of the Helsink1 agreement,
the impenalists started repudiating 1t in various ways They refused
to give 1t publicity They raised a howl over the alleged violation
of human rights 1n the USSR to stall the implementation of the
agreement They sought open interference 1n the internal affairs
of the socialist countries, shamelessly screening the violations of
human rights in their territories

They not only stalled negotiations on Strategic Arms Limitation
but have now produced a diabolical weapon of destruction, the
Neutron Bomb, which specialises 1n killing people while keeping
property intact for the occupiers of a country And this nuclear
weapon 1s presented as a conventional weapon so that 1t can be
used freely 1n any conflict

The overthrow of the Allende Government, increase of U S
military strength 1in South Korea, its military conspiracy to
dismember Cyprus with a view to having its military bases 1n that
strategic 1sland, the conclusion of an agreement with the
Government of Greece to have 26 bases for surveillance against
the USSR through installation of electronic devices further
underline the intensity of the conflict between the two camps

The contradictions have become more intense 1n the Arab world,
where the U S succeeded 1n breaking the unity of the Arab
countries and weening away the Sadat and some other
Governments from friendship with the Soviet Union thus
weakening the struggle of the Palestinians against Israel It has
massively armed Iran and Saudi1 Arabia
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In Southern Africa, 1t confinues its conspiracy with the Smith
regime 1n Rhodesia and the racist regime of South Africa to block
a settlement on African majority rule

In South East Africa, it 1s determined to keep 1ts armed presence
It 1s the presence of US armed forces and mulitary bases 1n the
southern part of Korea that 1s perpetuating tensions in the region
and preventing the peaceful reunification of Korea It has succeeded
in netting Australia and New Zealand for 1ts strategy to ‘contain
Communism’ Nearer home 1t 1s militarising the Indian Ocean
building bases 1n Diego Garcia and threatening all littoral countries
including India

The military coup 1n Thailand and the invitation by the new
mulitary juntatothe U S to bring back 1ts military personnel show
how, despite 1ts stunning defeat 1n Vietnam, 1t 1s still conspiring
against Vietnam

Despite the Helsink1 Agreement not to interfere 1n the internal
affairs of other countries, the impenalists seek to 1solate the
Communist Party 1n Portugal and openly intervened 1n the Italian
elections against the Communist Party

They attempt to break up the unity of the non aligned movement
which the socialist countries support

All these testify to the intensification of the contradictions
between socialism and imperialism

Balance Sheet of Developments

The international developments reveal that while U S
imperialism s being put on the retreat, while the strength of the
socialist world, the national liberation movement, the working class
movement 1n the capitalist countries and the movement for peace,
democracy and socialism 1s expanding, impernalism 1s making
efforts to reorganise 1ts forces and counter attack the forces of
progress, freedom and socialism Utmost vigilance 1s necessary to
fight the imperialist machinations as 1s again demonstrated by
the experience of Bangladesh and Chile

The forces of peace, democracy and socialism would have
registered a spectacular advance had the socialist camp not been

divided, and the world communist movement not plagued by
deviations from the Right and Left
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Revisionism and dogmatism have done incalculable harm
to the unity of the world communist movement, shattering 1ts
united will and cohesiveness to organise the forces of
revolution

The sharp divergence between the Soviet Union and the People's
Republic of China have been and are being utilised by the
imperialists The combined military and economic strength of the
two would have been the biggest deterrent to the impenalist powers
and would have been instrumental 1n bringing about radical changes
in the world situation

The policy pursued by these two ruling parties of subordinating
the development of the revolutionary forces in underdeveloped
countries to the opportunist needs of their Government's foreign
policy has greatly harmed the democratic struggle of the people n
newly liberated countries Despite the setbacks 1in a number
of countries as a result of these policies, they have not learnt the
lesson and pursue the same opportunist course

Nevertheless, the economic advance of the socialist countries,
the great strides they have made in rearing a new society free from
unemployment and other evils of capitalism continue to attract
new millions to the banner of socialism Notwithstanding the many
mistakes and deviations, the socialist system 1s acquiring new
prestige

Under these conditions the fight for principled unity of the
international communist movement—unity based on the
imperishable principles of Marxism Leninism—is the imperative
duty of all adherents of Marxism Leninism

While complacency and rosy pictures about a peaceful end to
imperialism have to be avoided, the fact cannot be forgotten that
all the progressive forces have penned their judgement on
imperialism, that nations and peoples are trying in a big way to
end the epoch of impernalism, exploitation, war and economic
misery

The developments of the last five years show, do what
ever 1t could, US 1mperialism and its allies are unable to
regain the initiative that they lost at the end of the Second
World War
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National Situation

The traumatic experience of the Emergency which established
an authoritarian dictatorship of one party over the whole country
recalls to our mind the warning given by the Ninth Congress of
our Party at Madurai

"The 1nability to appease large sections of masses through
significant concessions, the dire need to thrust further burdens and
the use of weapons of repression combined with the weakness of
the Left opposition, the weakening of other bourgeois parties, the
impatience and intolerance of the ruling party towards all
opposition, foreshadow a likely trend towards one party
dictatorship The vantage point gained by the ruling party, now
representing the united will of the ruling classes, 1s not likely to
be surrendered easily

"This also portends a further attack and erosion on the rights
and powers of the states and further concentration of powers 1n
the hands of the centre " (Para 70)

"The existence of all democratic parties 1s being threatened
Those who swear by the Constitution, who stand by the
parlilamentary path as well as others all realise that constitutional
liberties, including the right to vote, are no longer secure
under Congress rule This calls for the widest possible front
of all democratic parties, groups and individuals to resist
the march to one party dictatorship " (Para 119—Emphasis
added)

And further in connection with the West Bengal developments

"For the working class and its party, the CPI(M), it will be
suicidal to neglect this emerging aspect of the bourgeois landlord
rule in West Bengal and forget that 1t 1s the shape of things to
come

"While the phenomenon 1s confined to West Bengal, 1t
constitutes a warning to our class movement and shows the
ferocious face of the exploiting ruling class n our country behind
the talk of ‘garibt hatao' " (Para 74)

The warning and outlook are quite clear However as events
proved, we underestimated the sharpened contradictions between
bourgeois landlord parties themselves
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The Allahabad High Court judgement hastened the process and
the Congress Party clamped 1ts authoritarian dictatorship on the
entire country through the Emergency rule The successive defeats
of the Congress 1n Parliamentary and Assembly elections constitute
a big victory of India's democratic forces over the forces of
authoritarian rule

Angered by the dictatorial rule under the Emergency, the
abolition of basic rights, the imprisonments and tortures, the
forcible sterilisation and uprooting from the cities and the
unprecedented economic suffering, the people voted against the
Congress and routed 1t at the polls, ending its three decades'
monopoly rule

The sweeping victory was made possible by the intensified
contradiction between the Congress and opposition bourgeois
landlord parties, which by now united into a single party
to avenge the infliction of Emergency and get into seats
of power

The authoritatian leader had to order election for several reasons
The democratic resistance 1n the country was growing, people from
all walks of life were expressing themselves against the Emergency
and against the Constitution amendments

There was pressure from outside the country with strong
criticism of the Emergency rule from many quarters Adverse
international opinion made 1t necessary to show that the Congress
Party and 1ts Emergency rule had the mandate of the people

The economic situation, besides, was rapidly worsening

In ordering the elections, Mrs Gandhi calculated on securing
a majonity 1n Parliament for the Congress and a popular verdict
in her favour With the opposition parties, still in disarray, she
thought that the time was ripe for a snap election

However, for her, the election was only to complete the process
of establishment of authoritarian rule The election process was
not to be a return to democracy but a confirmation of dictatorship
She hopelessly miscalculated The storm released by the elections
took the ruling party by surprise, and to escape 1ts consequences
its leader called for army rule But the army leaders, taking into
consideration the mood of the masses, did not oblige
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The fact, however, remains that the leader of this bourgeois
landlord party seriously thought of calling the army to take over
to frustrate the people's verdict

The Meaning of Congress Defeat

The victory of the people against the Congress and 1ts political
meaning should not be underestimated It was not just an electoral
change over from one bourgeois party to another In between lay
apenod of blood and travail and enslavement of the whole people,
with tens of thousands of politicals 1n jails

The Emergency rule had changed the political landscape of
India All the vaunted rights under bourgeois democracy under
the Constitution were suppressed Freedom of the press, assembly,
organisation, strike, etc, all were done away with The judiciary
was turned 1nto a subservient mnstrument of the executive The
worst type of censorship compelling the press to praise the
Government was introduced An unprecedented effort in the
chequered history of India to introduce thought control through
modern media was blatantly embarked upon The fundamental
rights lay 1n ruins The cabinet system lay in a shambles This
Constitution was subverted and changed to suit the authoritarian
designs of the ruling party Never since the medieval days did the
bureaucracy have such absolute rights to jail, maim, torture or
murder a citizen with impunity

But the democratic resistance could not be stalled Neither the
torture camps nor the jails could break the spirit of the people
Satyagraha, defiance of law, and illegal activities went on
increasing In Kerala, the working class led by our Party organised
statewide and districtwide strikes against the imposition of
Emergency and the repression of the Congress Government These
political actions unleashed further resistance among the people
The bureaucracy got divided, and sections of the police became
suspect Pitched battles were fought by the masses 1n several places
or over stertlisation or slum clearance, battles 1n which scores
were killed outright Jursts, intellectuals, and judges raised their
voice 1n protest The movement for civil liberties and against the
enactment of the 42nd Constitution Amendment Act 1n which our
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Party played a notable role got wide response despite banning of
meetings Sections of industrialists financed the movement led by
the bourgeots opposition parties Traders, merchants and retailers
who were victims of Congress blackmail secretly gave all the help
to the opposition forces Democratic resistance continued to
increase and was waiting only for a chance to explode The election
supplied the opportunity The electoral victory was the fruit of
thrs resistance against dictatorship

To conserve and strengthen this broad based resistance to the
forces of dictatorship 1s an urgent and important task 1n the present
situation

Crisis of the Bourgeois Landlord System

The declaration of Emergency and the installation of
authoritarian rule uncovered the deepest crisis of the bourgeois
landlord system

It was a si1gn that the economic crisis had invaded the political
parliamentary system, 1t revealed that the most well established
party of the bourgeois landlord classes was afraid of parliamentary
democracy and norms and was repudiating them

For the masses and the working class this meant open
dictatorship to thrust the burdens of the crisis on them and suppress
their resistance The crisis of the system 1s now all pervading

It has not only seized parliamentary institutions, 1t has invaded
every sphere of bourgeois society

The bourgeois landlord parties are unable to maintain their unity
and are riven by dissensions

The Congress Party 1s already split into two sections, with Indira
Gandhi forming a separate organisation and leaders of rival groups
expelling each other This will further undermine the capacity of
this bourgeois landlord party to act together, with possible
defections and walkouts to Janata or to the rival grouping

The ruling Janata Party has still to develop a cohesive 1deology
and organisation The 1deological and organisational skirmishes
in the party, the open play of former loyalties and the conflicting
traditions and heritage of 1ts constituents—all speak of divided

counsels
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The tales of corruption, jobbery, murder, nepotism, unscrupulous
use of state power for personal benefit, rapes and sexual offences
in the highest quarters show the collapse of almost every norm
that holds the bourgeois parties and soctety together The flood of
scandals and the domination over the nation by a caucus of
adventurers and individuals mark the mvasion of the crisis 1n all
spheres of life No bourgeois party can be immune to 1t, and the
Janata Party 1s no exception The wranglings 1n election, the
manipulation for places in the ministry, the struggle for tickets

and the open appeal to former loyalties—all are the first symptoms
of the disease

Intensified Conflicts Between the Bourgeois Landlord Parties

The cnisis further revealed itself in the sharpest ever conflict

between the ruling and the opposition bourgeois landlord
parties

The deep seated economic crisis and the intensified
contradiction between the ruling classes and the mass of people
were no doubt the basis of the Emergency rule But as the Central
Commuttee resolution on the Emergency stated, the immediate
cause of the Emergency was not the direct challenge of the
revolution, of the mass of people to the political power of the
bourgeors landlord alliance but of the rival bourgeois landlord
parties which threatened to take over the government exploitin
the mass discontent generated by the economic cris;s ’ :

The conflict between nival bourgeors landlord parties was getting

but did not reach thys Intensity before
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The ruling party was determined to use fully the apparatus of
repression to terrorise the opposition into submission It cynically
threw to the winds the vaunted principles of parliamentary
democracy—freedom of opposition parties, of the press, the
independence of judiciary and the freedom of the individual

These conflicts weakened the forces of dictatorship and helped
the resisting forces of democracy The opposition bourgeors
landlord parties which were victims of the Emergency rule opposed
one party dictatorship and supported the return to democratic rule
They supported democracy against dictatorship 1n the electoral
struggle

Conflicts Will Continue

These conflicts made 1t possible to develop broad and wide
resistance to the Emergency and dictatorial rule They have an
important role to play in the present situation also

The fight against imposition of open dictatorship will be a
continuing fight because the electoral defeat of the Congress has
not led to the defeat of the classes which generate the climate for
dictatorship The interests of the monopolists and the landlords
demand a curtailment of people's rights to the point of dictatorship,
especially when recession 1s intense, the capacity to make
concessions the least and the masses are 1n a rebellious mood The
growing dependence of the economy on western imperialist aid
and the world capitalist market, and the invitation to multinationals
strengthen the forces of dictatorship So long as the domination of
the monopolists, big bourgeois and landlords continues to hold
Indian economy 1n 1ts grip, attempts will be made by one
combination or another to instal dictatorship to make 1ts rule
viable

It will be erroneous to ascribe loyalty to democracy and
commitment to resist dictatorship to a particular group or party
The struggle against dictatorship will see many vacillations and
change overs from one camp to another, groups and sections
changing their positions quickly under the pressure of the economic
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crists and the developing mass struggles and the need to protect
their own Interests against the rival combination The main question
for them 1s to secure possession of state machinery and that decides
their attitude
Today, the marn vehicle of this challenge 1s the Congress led by
Indira Gandhi and her cohorts who openly justify the Emergency
and are not ashamed to advocate the "gains" of the Emergency
In the Janata Party also, authoritarian elements and trends are
manifesting themselves This 1s natural in view of the character
of the party and the urgent need to hold on to governmental
power
The Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections showed that
the Congress which had imposed Emergency on the country
had considerable strength among the people The loss of seats
by the Congress 1 Lok Sabha elections was out of proportion to
its electoral strength Even then 1t secured 150 seats in the
Lok Sabha
The result of the recent elections to some of the State Assemblies
have enabled the Indira Congress to establish 1ts Ministries 1n
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, In Maharashtra also, 1t has been
able to form a Ministry in coalition with the Congress led by Swaran
Singh All these have once more focussed attention on the fact
that the forces justifying the Emergency and dictatorship have yet
to be 1solated from the people and the battle agamst them has not
yet been won
The sphit in the Congress engineered by Indira Gandhi divides
this strength and no longer places at her disposal, in the service of
the caucus, the entire strength of the parent organisation
st gt oo e S oo o
will not be able to disarm the Em:: i St;e“gth The other wing
completely, and dangers of a gency neniage of the Congress
parliamentary compromise over the
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Broad Platform

The continuing struggle against the forces represehting
dictatorship makes 1t necessary to have a broad platform to fight
them The sharp conflicts among the bourgeors landlord parties
themselves reveal the possibilities of developing 1t This broad
platform should have the immediate objective of completely
dismantling the framework created by the authoritarian
dictatorship, expanding democracy and introducing new clauses
in the Constitution putting the fundamental rights of the people
beyond the mischief of any ruling party or Government

The programme for this broad mobilisation should consist of
(1) withdrawal of MISA, deletion of the existing provision in the
Constitution providing for preventive detention, disbandment of
the Research and Analysis Wing—the main weapons of
dictatorship, full civil liberties, (11) rescinding of the 42nd
Constitutton Amendment Act, (11) Article 352 which arms the
President with the power to declare Emergency to be amended
so that Emergency can be proclaimed only 1n case of actual war,
(1v) Articles 356 to 360 dealing with President’s rule 1n States to
be deleted, (v) right to recall to be provided for 1n the Constitution,
(v1) so also proportional representation, (vit) voting age to be
brought down to eighteen years

This 1s a very broad platform arising out of the direct need to
fight the authoritarian forces It 1s a platform acceptable to all who
had suffered under the jackboot of the Emergency rule, and all
who are opposed to 1ts repetition to whichever party they might
belong

The Party must make every endeavour to mobilise the broadest
possible support for these demands so that the full strength of
democratic resistance 1s pitted against the authoritarian forces The
elements, groups, sections and individuals supporting these
democratic changes may not support the economic programme
either of the Party or the Left and democratic front Nonetheless,
1n so far as they throw their weight in favour of this platform, they
will be contributing to the democratic fight against the forces of

dictatorship
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Their political support may be varying and vacillating, in the
struggle against the forces of dictatorship, 1t 1s essential to draw
elements even from the ruling classes and their parties who are
prepared to take an ant1 authoritarian stand so that the struggle for
democracy reaches the widest sections of the people

As the CC document of May 1977 puts 1t, "Such
understanding etc " have been the constant tactics of the
international communist movement when the drive for one party
dictatorship suppresses the rights of the people. Defence of
democratic rights with whatever classes and parties that can be
rallied constitutes Marxist tactics

Correlation of Class Forces

While legitimately concerned with the immediate task of uniting
the people against the forces of authoritarianism, the Party cannot
forget the correlation of class forces obtaining at present and the
weaknesses 1n the political situation favourable thou ghitis

Our fight for the people’s democratic revolution depends on
how n the course of the struggle, we succeed 1n changing this
correlation

Our Programme states, "The people’s democratic front cannot
successfuily be built and the revolution cannot attain victory except
under the leadership of the working class of India and 1ts political
party, the Communst Party of India (Marxist) Historically, no
other class in modern society except the working class 1s destined
to play this role and the entire experience of our time amply
demonstrates this truth " (Para 100) "The core and basis of
the people’s democratic front 15 the firm alliance of the working

class and the peasantry It 19 this alliance that constitutes the

most important fi ©
(Para 10113) orce 1n defending national independence, etc

N The };:resent Situation 1s characterised by the following features
d:% ::tt c;rn;]anan dictatorship has been removed with the electoral

ot the Congress and the restoration of civil liberties and
democratic

right
Cloctom e g hs But the ant Emergency struggle and the
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As 1 1971, 1n the recent election also polarisation took place
round the two bourgeois landlord combinations—the Congress and
the Janata The people shifted their support from the former to the
latter whose constituents were widely repressed, led the ant
Emergency struggle, and took up the cause of democracy against
dictatorship 1n the elections The Gujarat and Bihar struggles
followed by the huge Delhi demonstrations made a telling
impression on the people

Our Party no doubt played a significant role during the pre
Emergency and Emergency days Our Party stood in the forefront
in the political struggle against Emergency in Kerala and some
other places The working class of Kerala under our leadership
played a significant role and organised statewide and districtwide
strikes to protest against the Emergency It wielded the strike
weapon mn defence of democratic rights On an all India plane, the
Party took initiative and succeeded 1n co ordinating the activities
of several organisations in defence of civil liberties and for
opposing the 42nd Constitution Amendment Act

Struggles against the withdrawal of bonus and victimisation were
carried out in West Bengal, Kerala, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and many other states Land and wage struggles were
carried out 1n many states Students and teachers alike launched
many struggles against repression, the most outstanding among
them being the struggles of JNU students A large number of such
struggles led by the CITU, Kisan Sabha, SFI and women’s
organisations added to the prestige of our mass organisations

All these enhanced the political prestige and influence of the
Party and raised its 1image among all fighting sections But this
was not enough to change the balance of class forces

The CPI(M) and the working class have not succeeded 1n
bringing about any appreciable change 1n the existing correlation
of class forces—this 1s the key point 1n the situation The future of
the revolutionary struggle depends on how we succeed 1n changing
it, 1n seizing initiative 1n the struggle against the forces of
dictatorship, initiative and leadership of the struggle and conflicts
that are 1n the offing, how, 1n fact, we succeed in building a front

of Lef®and democratic forces
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As part of the struggle to build a people’s democratic front,
the CPI(M) has been concentrating immediately on building a
front of Left and democratic forces against the bourgeois land
lord rule

But despite the biggest upheaval since independence which
frustrated the Congress designs to 1mpose an authoritarian
dictatorship on the country, the Left and democratic forces which
constitute at present the only progressive alternative to the
bourgeois landlord parties, have not emerged as a viable force
On the contrary, except in West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura, they
are very weak, leaving the bourgeois landlord parties 1n virtual
monopoly of the people

This also shows the importance of the role of Left forces in
West Bengal headed by our Party As the C C statement of June
1977 stated "This spectacular success of the people of West Bengal
rallied behind the united Left and democratic forces spearheaded
by our Party constitutes the most vital link 1n the country’s fight
for democracy, its expansion and the economic amelioration of
the masses Our Party has always held that only the Left and
democratic forces can offer areal alternative 1n the present situation
and the West Bengal victory immensely strengthens these forces
throughout India "

To change the existing political relationship and bring about a
viable alternative force to lead the masses must be the constant
aim of the political activity of the Party, and the organised strength

of the Left forces 1n West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala must play a
leading role 1n this

Perennial Danger

The danger of dictatorship arises from the domination of the
monopolists, big capitalists and landlords and the growing
influence of foreign monopoly capital

Therefore, while utilising the present possibilities of broad based
resistance the Party and the working class must concentrate on
weakening, undermining and eliminating the power of these

classes The economic situation as well as our programme demands
Immediate and urgent attention to 1t
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Economic Crisis

During the last decade, especially the last six years, the Indian
economy has been experiencing crisis after crisis Poverty,
unemployment and misery of people have increased beyond
measure The rural areas have become a vast ocean of destitutes
Simultaneously, the economic power and strength of the
monopolists, big capitalists, the landlords and big traders have
increased beyond measure, with rapid concentration of money and
wealth 1n their hands At the same time, the dependence of the
country on foreign imperialists and the world capitalist market
has increased very much The Congress Government had to accept
the economic programme laid down by the World Bank, though 1t
was presented as a voluntary national programme adopted by the
Government This led to increased exploitation of the people
The Iimitations of the capitalist path further circumscribed the
capacity to give concessions and led to the unprecedented
repression on the people The critical economic situation was the
basis of the Emergency though conflicts between the bourgeors
landlord parties supplied the immediate cause for authoritarian
rule

The economic crisis engendered by the capitalist path, not only
sharpened the contradiction between the masses and the ruling
classes, 1t led to a sharpening of all other contradictions also

The contradiction between the small and medium bourgeoisie
and the big bourgeoisie got further accentuated It manifested itself
in the ruin of thousands of small concerns during the progress of
the crisis, with the big bourgeoisie grabbing the market

The shrinking of the internal market also sharpened the conflict
between the foreign monopoly interests and the Indian big
bourgeoisie It manifested 1tself in the propaganda against
multinational drug companies, the Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act, pressunising foreign companies to concentrate on exports and
dilute the foreign equity holdings and the take over of o1l
companies with heavy compensation Because of the already heavy
dependence of the economy on foreign aid these efforts resulted
in compronuses and a desire for a share for Indian capital in foreign

concerns and for larger export outlet



62 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

And finally the crisis has sharpened the struggle among the
bourgeots landlord parties to seize control of the Government

In the background of the shrinking home market, export
subsidies, their withdrawal or expansion, price fixation, tax relief
or enhancement, imports liberalisation or restriction have become
extremely vital matters calling for direct control over the
administration

Attack on the People

Increased taxation of the Congress Government, foreign loans
and deficit financing resulted 1n growing attacks on the purchasing
power of all sections of the people

As 1n western countries, 1n the new phase of the crisis, stagnation
was accompanted by inflation and the people had a double barrelled
gun pointed at their earnings

The years of crisis and Emergency saw a further accentuation
of the agranan crisis The forcible maintenance of semi feudal
land relations with landlord dommation had already created a
situation 1n which the mass of the toiling peasantry could hardly
get any relief, whether 1t was good or bad harvest year The
20-point programme of the Congress Government with 1ts promise
of land distribution, etc was an attempt to allay the gathering rural
discontent while the Government was busy with the cities
The actual implementation of the programme showed that the
peasant was again cheated, land relations remained the same and
the landlords and rural rich accumulated huge wealth
Simultaneously, the peasant was robbed through the mechanism
of inflation, manipulation of procurement prices, the agnicultural
worker was denied not only minimum wage but also house sites
and even waste land All these further intensified the crists of the
market
ln;h;eCoc;rltﬁzefjogg:erglment lgunched a frontal attack on the
bonus, imposune the Cgm ajls an c;he employees by withdrawing
of wage and salary freezep Bsory eposit ordinance and imposing

y this method, 1t impounded not less

than Rs 1,500 crores of the purchasing power of the workers and
employees, once again restricting the home market
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The terrible shrinkage of the home market following these
measures imposed further under ut.lisation of the industrial
capacity and stagnation of the economy

All this meant terrible suffering for the workers, the employees,
for the rural masses More than five lakh people lost their jobs at
one time or another during the Emergency, due to lay offs,
retrenchment, lockouts Thousands of Government employees 1n
the states and at the Centre were removed from service, dismissed
during the Emergency, to economise on government expenditure
Notwithstanding advertisement of rural employment schemes
under the 20 point programme, rural unemployment and destitution
increased by leaps and bounds The number of educated
unemployed exceeded four million

While the misery of the masses increased, enormous
concentration of wealth and capital took place 1n the hands of the
monopolists, big traders, capitalists and landlords The assets of
the Tatas, Birlas, Mafatlals, enormously increased during the years
of the crisis The big traders, smugglers, black marketeers, whose
parallel economy continued to flourish, and who were able to bribe
and control bourgeois politicians and interfere with the state
machinery, intensified their hold over the economy The landlords
with their strong influence over the State and Central Governments
enriched themselves beyond measure and strengthened their grip
over the economy and the administrative apparatus

These conditions continue today after the election of the Janata
Government The crisis has not abated

More than a hundred textile mills are sick, many of them being
operated by the National Textile Corporation, often as a relief
measure The Corporation decided that at least ten per cent of the
staff 1s surplus and has already retrenched a sizable number

The jute mulls are pleading sickness In West Bengal, more than
a hundred concerns have closed affecting the employment of
thousands A number of tea gardens have been closed The
handloom workers continue to be the worst sufferers with
accumulation of stocks Closed concerns are being offered on a
platter to the workers by certain ministers And so large 1s the
number of closures that the Janata Government has officially
declared 1ts opposition to taking over any closed unit
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The situation 1n the rural areas has not changed The atrocities
against Harjans continue as before They are committed when the
untouchable agricultural workers demand a better wage, waste
land or house site and social equality

The minorities, especially the Muslim minority, expected an
end to the raw deal they were getting under the Congress rulers
But discrimination against them continues 1n regard to education,
employment and services

Increased Role of the World Bank

Emboldened by its growing influence, the World Bank demanded
in October 1975 that India should reshape 1ts industrial
development programme, lean away from capital goods and heavy
industries and go 1n for massive exports production during the
rest of the decade Exports and massive foreign aid should form
the major part of the savings and investment growth to boost India's
flagging industrial growth rate, the emphasis should be on "India’s
agricultural export and energy capabilities”

The Bank further warned against concessions to the masses It
said that the possibility of linkage of mass consumption market
with the industnial revival was limited, other outlets for additional
industrial production should be developed In other words,
concessions to the masses should not be given Production and
savings should be earmarked for exports

Here was a blue print of a reactionary programme to denude
the masses and draw the Indian economy closer to the world
capitalist market and make 1t more dependent on imperialist aid

The inspiration behind "priority for agriculture”, attacks on
bonus and D A , increased productivity for existing concerns and
exports at all costs 1s seen clearly here The Indira Gandhi
Government accepted all these demands and cleverly presented
them as the Government’s policy The
2:;;1;2 lﬁiﬁc?:bfg:mﬁgut? theile requirements with 1ts
advertisement about rural we,slfry rogromoning class and it

are programme It 1s pertinent to
note that the World Bank’s pnionty for agricultural
excludes land reforms gricttural programme

20 point programme
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Sterilisation and famuly planning were also demanded It 1s
known that the USA and the World Bank were urging effective
family planning for a long time

This time the insistence was so strong that the Government
agreed to compulsory sterilisation to secure ‘aid’ from the Bank

It1s not surprising at all that this development should take place
despite the valuable aid from the socialist countries—aid 1n key
industries which are vital both for our economy and defence It
was stated 1n the Programme, "With the emergence of the world
socialist system, while utilising socialist aid for building certain
heavy industries, 1t (the big bourgeoisie) actually uses 1t as an
extremely useful bargaining counter to strike more favourable deals
with the imperialist monopolists” (Para 14) "Despite assistance
of key importance from the socialist countries  the most glaring
fact of our economic life today s that the country’s economy as a
whole 1s 1n many respects, precariously dependent on western
assistance and particularly U S assistance " (Para 26)

Despite big increase 1n trade with the socialist countries, despite
the rupee agreements which removed foreign exchange difficulties
in the trade with them, the economy got more involved with the
World Bank and the west

The World Bank offers the bait of exports to the sagging Indian
economy to further integrate 1t with the world capitalist market
The markets of many countries now accessible to India are
controlled by the big western powers and the World Bank With
its growing reliance on exports the Indian economy has become
extremely vulnerable to their pressures

For the Indian economy, or rather the big capitalists and
monopolists, faced with the shrinkage of the home market, the
export outlet was an immediate weapon of maintaining their profits
and the viability of their industries It offered an easy manoeuvre
against the crisis though 1t increased the dependence of the
economy on foreign market

The country and the common people have had to pay an
enormous price for financing this dependence, rendered necessary
by the payment of foreign debts and the shrinkage of the home

market
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Grants and exports promotion schemes including cash subsidies
amounted to Rs 274 crores according to the revised estimates of
the 1975 76 budget Under the 1976 77 budget the amount was
estimated at Rs 290 crores—a subsidy of Rs 300 crores for the
exporting capitalists The Janata budget has by no means brought
down the huge cost of exports promotion

A New Dangerous Development

Naturally, this course 1s leading to greater freedom for private
capital, collapse of the MRTP Act, greater demand for concession
by multinationals and greater desire to accommodate them

This 1s further leading to a new development—the striving by
Indian big bouigeoisie for partnership in foreign capitalist concerns
in India The demand for dilution of foreign equity capital while 1t
1s intended to advance bourgeo1s interests 1s at the same time an
offer of collaboration on the basis of a junior share for Indians, or
on the basis of effective control in the hands of the foreigners
Instead of outright nationalisation, only share in equity 1s being
asked for

The desperate effort to secure a foothold 1n foreign market 1s
leading to joint ventures with foreign monopoly firms in the hope
of sub contracting, etc , in Third World couantries This 1s creating
new economic interests The content of the entire process of exports
and imports, of offering concessions at home and seeking them
abroad 1s the striving for collaboration and partnership with foreign
capital, to get a share of the market controlled by them

Thisis not aone sided process Simultaneously there have been
big joint deals, sub contracts and Joint ventures with the USSR
and socialist countries Many projects for joint ventures with the
ch);cii:ll:sz);:\(l)ell:(t)rsltzs nll: I:he Thlrthorld have been agreed to They
(he brg bourm lsn:)g into hundreds of crores of rupees While
accentio s u%markets foargammg with both the worlds to have
manStay 15 1t don rexport of projects and commodities, the

gs with the capitalist world

. ;lc‘)hg trfend f;lotr co(;lall)oratlon and partnership with multinationals
€ tought and eliminated It will meet with
within the bourgeoss class itself Conty by srowtoty

as 1t can progress only by growingl
invading th g gly
lndustryg e home market at the expense of indigenous
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It 1s the duty of the Party to rouse the people to this danger on
all occasions and thwart the machinations of the multinationals
and the World Bank and defeat policies which enable them to
penetrate our economy

Janafa Party’s Economic Policy

The Janata Party Government reflecting the same interests as
the previous Government cannot but adopt the same economic
policies 1n relation to the masses

While the Government stands commutted to the dismantling of
the dictatonal framework, 1ts economic policies announce their
ant1 democratic content

In relation to the crisis, foreign aid, raising of finances—the
Janata Party pursues the policies dictated by the class interests of
the ruling classes

Deficit financing, high taxation on the people and foreign aid
constitute the main sources of raising finances Notwithstanding
claims to the contrary, the deficit financing in the first budget of
the Janata Government accounted to Rs 1,000 crores

The first budget of the Janata Government relied on external
assistance of more than Rs 1,000 crores which accounts for 11
per cent of the finances raised through taxation

The second budget for 1978 79 while giving still more
concessions to big business 1n the name of incentives, imposes a
heavy taxation on all commodities of common consumption
amounting to Rs 500 crores, and provides for deficit financing of
over Rs 1,000 crores

It continues the policy of throwing one sided burdens on the
people and giving concessions to the upper sections 1s followed

There is refusal to lower taxation on necessities of life while
concessions amounting to Rs 200 crores were given to the
capitalists through the extended investment incentive scheme 1n
the budget

Naturally, with this policy, reliance on export as advised by the
World Bank 1s inevitable In HM Patel’s words, "It 1s necessary
that exports should continue to increase at the rate they have been
growing 1n the past two years Such an increase 1s essential for
acquiring greater manoeuvrability with regard to economic

management "
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The Janata Party in 1ts manifesto promises abolition of
landlordism and land distribution The first policy announcement
of the Central Government shows that 1t does not want to go beyond
the "limits set” by Congress legislations

The new Government accepts the fraudulent surplus estimated
under Congress rule by the landlord bureaucratic combination It
comes out with the same proposals that have been chewed over
and over by the Congress These proposals themselves could never
be implemented because the imitiative always lay with the landlords
and the bureaucracy controlled by them The grip of the vested
interests, their land monopoly will not be broken considering the
strong landlord lobby within the party And some of the State
Governments have announced their intention to go back on
Congress land reforms, raise the ceilings limit and hold the
Congress Acts 1n abeyance

While the Janata Government has agreed to give bonus to
industrial workers—Ilarge numbers are still denied it—it has refused
to grant it to railway workers and Central and State Government
employees and post and telegraph and defence workers Its bonus
statement constitutes a repudiation of its acceptance of bonus as a
deferred wage Its recent stand on wages and incomes policy as
revealed in the terms of reference of the Boothalingam Commuttee,
Is again repudiation of all that the party has declared on this
question 1n the election manifesto

Under the Janata State Governments, strikes are being
tllegalised Not less than six strikes have been illegalised 1n U P
Firings on workers have taken place in Bihar, U P and other States
And the Madhya Pradesh Government enacted an ordinance for
glreecvti?ct:t\;e vg;rtlt::rtéoz}] specifically to suppress the struggle of the

other State Government has created a public

scandal by the dismissal of 1ts Labour Minister at the behest of a
monopoly house

The most patent failure of
to the price situation

The 1nstallation of th
relaxation in the situation

the Janata Party has been 1n relation

consumption registering a sharp rise
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There could be no other result with the Janata Party Government
continuing the policy of 1ts predecessors in high taxation and deficit
financing

Sull immediate relief to people so far as prices of necessaries
of life was possible, had the Janata Party embarked upon
nationalisation of wholesale trade in these commodities and taken
possession of the available stocks Here its ideological commitment
to the private sector, the strong pull of big traders on 1t, came 1n
the way, leading to the sacrifice of people’s interests and
undermining of 1ts influence

It 1s therefore not surprising that the Janata Party Government
has moved 1n the direction of removing the restraints on free trade
and opening the people to the full machinations of the big traders

This 1s followed by open declarations to dismantle planning 1n
the name of making 1t more flexible and realisable The rolling
plan monstrosity 1s nothing but a crude device to repudiate
planning

Further, under the pressure of the World Bank, and with the
excuse of utilising the foreign exchange reserves, the Indian capital
goods industry 1s being thrown open to competition from abroad
with the removal of many 1mport restrictions though a large section
of the industry 1s not able to utilise 1ts full capacities

The Janata Party Government like the previous Congress
Government believes 1n greater aid from the World Bank and
accepts 1ts prescription—greater freedom for private sector, more
concessions and invitations to multi nationals, less role to the
public sector, reliance on exports, liberalisation of competitive
imports, acceptance of global tenders 1n India for Government
projects, joint concerns with western monopolists 1n India and
outside, 1n Third World countries Further, like the Congress
Government the Janata Government has accepted the so called
agricultural orientation called for by the World Bank and loans 1n
foreign exchange to raise rupee finances for the agricultural
programme The orientation called for by the Bank excludes land
reforms and that suits the Janata Government leaders Such a
programme, of course, cannot help rural regeneration
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In pursuance of this line responsible ministers are now hunting
for multinationals to come and invest in India

The World Bank's latest strategy 1s to supply funds for slum
clearance and squatters’ colontes or rural development But 1t
wants projects involving sophisticated technology, equipment and
management expertise, to be financed through foreign private
capital Foreign exchange resources will not be made available
for such projects

All democratic forces interested 1n eliminating the danger of
dictatorship must counter the economic policies of the Janata Party
and see that the masses are not mulcted in the interest of the ruling
classes

These policies will only enhance and strengthen the forces of
dictatorship, undermine the democratic unity of the masses forged
in the ant1 Emergency struggle Pursuance of these policies will

only strengthen the authoritarian trends inside the Janata Party
and the Government

Language Policy

The Janata Party Government 15 pursuing a language policy
which 1s both anti democratic and disruptive of national umty In
essence the policy amounts to surreptittously foisting Hind1 on
non Hindi speaking people Various devices available to the
Government are used for this purpose The 1illegal compulsion to
study Hindi and refusal to accord equal status to all languages
unleash the forces of national disintegration Qur Party’s posxt?on
in this respect s clear and principled, as explaimed i1n the C C
resolution of September, 1975 Whle demanding equality for all
Indian languages 1t leaves the question of link language to be
decided voluntarily by the people in the course of social intercourse
Meanwhile the Nehru formula that English should continue along
with Hind1 as the official language till all non Hind; state:
voluntarily agree, should continue to operate

Autonomy for States

The Emergency raised th

€ question of the
In the sharpest possible m ot the e states

anner It showed that the Centre had
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concentrated enormous powers in its hands making the states into
mere appendages The 42nd Amendment carried the process to its
logical conclusion, claiming unilateral powers to the Central
Government to despatch the CRP to the states, bringing all services
under central control and putting education 1n the concurrent list
To protect Indian democracy and maintain the unity of the
country 1t 1s necessary that not only the provisions of the 42nd
Constitution Amendment Act are repealed but the power of the
states are expanded and their autonomy fully guaranteed
Statements of some Janata leaders create the impression that
they are more for centralisation than for autonomy This will be
nothing but continuation of Congress policies There should be no
effort to retain any of the provisions of the 42nd Constitution
Amendment Act depriving the states of their powers

Foreign Policy

Pursuance of a policy of non alignment 1n the global struggle
against impertalism constitutes an integral part of the struggle for
freedom, peace, democracy and soctalism A foreign policy based
on anti imperialism and friendship with the socialist countries 1s
of great importance for the country

The policy of play between the two camps that the Government
of India has been pursuing leads to vacillations, compromises and
hinders the pursuit of a consistent policy of non alignment based
on opposition to imperialism

In line with this, the Government has been doing everything
not to offend the susceptibilities of the imperialist world, of the
USA, except when the imperiahists directly threaten its interests
or supply arms to neighbouring countries

Today the contradiction between the world of imperialism and
the Third World countries has sharpened beyond measure

Many Governments of Third World countries have repeatedly
raised the question of cancellation of debts, of stable and parity
prices for the commodities exported by them, for a new economic
order

Vacillations and compromises are seen in the Government of
India’s attitude towards some of these important questions
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At the Nairobi Conference, D P Chattopadhyaya, Commerce
Minister under Indira Gandhi, supported the notorious Kissinger
plan for neo colonial exploitation which was rejected by the Third
World countries At the Colombo Conference Mrs Indira Gandhi
pleaded that there should be no confrontation between the Third
World and the dominant countries, though her delegation opposed
the reactionary plan to dilute the character of the Non aligned
Conference

Notwithstanding these vacillations on some important 1ssues,
the Government of India has generally supported the claims and
demands of the Third World countries against imperialism, lent
tts moral and political support to national liberation struggles and
stood by the Arab and African peoples At the U N 1t has voted
with the socialist and Third World countries on important issues

The Janata Government continues to pursue the same policy
This 1s no surprise as 1t represents the same class interests The
Janata Government continues to uphold the Treaty of Friendship
with the Soviet Union It also 1s prepared to restore normal and
friendly relations with People’s China This 1s a welcome
development

Praising the new government and offering 1t more economic
aid, extolling its pragmatism, the U S imperialists are attempting
to enmesh India in an anti national, derogatory agreement on
nuclear progress and use of nuclear devices for peaceful purposes
The unilateral declaration by the Prime Minister giving up
explosion for peaceful purposes was detrimental and derogatory
;l(isnr«:::::lltililzzt:ftlfedEncouraged by 1t, the US President during

1o aceepting ﬁu:]elsrt;led todpressurlse the Government of India
but the Prime Minister ree I:Z': de n}::e ond dlSCrlmmatory control,
nuclear powers to abollsﬂl al? tt - Proposal and called upon the
safeguards on others The st ?;Of:l; Gepons before imposing
with the country’s sovere; el e etment 15 1h accord

gnty and self respect The new legislation

on the anvil in the USA leaves no doubt that economic blackmayl
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The condition of the economy and the Government’s rehance
on World Bank aid create favourable ground for U S pressure and
vacillations before 1t

The fight for a principled non aligned foreign policy has to be
conducted with great vigour The Janata Government 1s under deep
pressure from the USA and compromises are possible unless
defeated by the people’s united resistance

Vacillations on Democratic Rights and Changes

Notwithstanding the commitment of the Janata Party and 1ts
Government to restoration of democracy and the demolition of
the authoritanian framework, its vacillations and weaknesses on
these questions should also be taken into consideration

The Janata Party’s victory led to the lifting of the internal
Emergency It has restored parliamentary democracy and the
fundamental rights of the people These are notable gains The
Government at the same time 1s getting ready to withdraw the
notortous 42nd Amendment Act Its main proposals and
amendments 1n this connection meet the wishes of the democratic
people However, 1t refuses to repeal the provisions of the
Constitution empowering the Government to declare a state of
Emergency for internal purposes It only offers to restrict these
powers to declaring Emergency in those areas where the
Government decides that there 1s "armed insurrection” It also
refuses to repeal the provisions of the Constitution empowering
the Government to enact preventive detention laws

Its Madhya Pradesh Government has already enacted a mini
MISA measure The support extended by certain leaders to the
notorious Jammu and Kashmir Ordinance also shows the rising
ant1 democratic trend The 1llegalisation of strikes, the misuse of
the Maintenance of Essential Services Act and several other
measures show that before the demolition of the Emergency
framework 1s complete, fresh erosion of democratic rights may be
witnessed

In the Janata Party there are forces and individuals who would
oppose this trend and erosion But the class policies pursued will
repeatedly strengthen 1t, leading to vacillations and compromise
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A Period of Mass Struggles

Therefore there should be no complacency that the programme
for dismantling of the authoritarian framework and expansion of
democratic rights will have an easy passage without popular
pressure and vigilance, or that fresh eroston of rights can be avoided
without popular struggle and unity of the people

Its economic policies, notwithstanding some concessions to the
people under mass pressure and the pressure of 1ts own radicals,
are leading to conflicts and attacks on the living standards of the
people The all pervading economic crisis intensifies the situation
further

The present period 1s therefore, not a period of comparative
stability and peaceful and constitutional advance of democratic
reforms The Left alliance Ministry 1in West Bengal will not be
allowed to function without resistance from the representatives of
authoritarian forces and the vested interest

On the other hand, 1t 1s a period of growing mass battles,
conflicts, which will have to be waged decisively and determinedly
to protect the interests of the masses, resist official policies, curb
the power of the reactionary classes and demand a change 1n the
policies of the Government

This battle of the people, of workers, peasants, agricultural
workers, employees, students, youth, for immediate advance has
to be linked with the struggle for advance of democracy, for
carrying forward the fight against the forces of dictatorship To

delink the former from the latter will be an act of crude economism
To delink the latter from the former will be to forget the main
classes that stand for dictatorship a
common fight for democracy

The combination of the two
etther side will once more hand
combination, and end 1 failu
correlation of class forces

It should be recalled that the battle for defence and expansion
of democratic rights plays a vital role in the struggle for people’s
democracy Those who fail to identify the forces of dictatorship
and rally the people against them Play into the hands of the

nd bypass the masses in the

1s absolutely essential Mistakes on
over the masses to a rival bourgeois
re to bring about a change in the
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representatives of authoritarianism Success in this battle means
opening the way to the people to look forward to a regime of
people’s democracy as a concrete goal and objective Success here
does not strengthen bourgeois democratic 1llusions but the desire
to overcome the limitations of bourgeois democracy

Left and Democratic Front

Our Party has been striving for building a powerful front of
Left and democratic forces for a number of years Our success 1n
West Bengal has been outstanding, followed by our success 1n
Kerala and Tripura In these three states, the polarisation has taken
place between the front led by us and the Congress (West Bengal
and Tripura) or the front led by the Congress (Kerala) It 1s unlike
in other states where the major division 1s between two rival
bourgeois landlord combinations This 1s a qualitative difference
and 1t has been our endeavour to bring about this change all over
India It has been an equally persistent endeavour of Indira Gandhi
to break the combination and she did it by winning over the Right
C P for this treacherous course

The struggle to build this front 1s part of our endeavour to bring
about a change 1n the correlation of class forces, to end a situation
in which the people can choose only between two bourgeois
landlord parties, and get imprisoned within the framework of the
present system By gathering all Left and democratic forces
together for further advance, the Party makes a beginning to
consolidate those forces which in future will participate in shaping
the alliance for people’s democracy under the leadership of the
working class The Left and democratic front 1s not to be understood
as only an alliance for elections or ministry, but a fighting alliance
of the forces for immediate advance—economic and political—
and for 1solating the reactionary classes that hold the economy 1n
their grip

It 1s stated 1n our Programme, "The struggle to realise the aims
of the people’s democratic revolution, through the revolutionary
unity of all patriotic and democratic forces with the worker peasant
alhiance as its core 1s a complicated and protracted one It 1s to be
waged 1n varying conditions 1n various phases Different classes,
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different strata within the same class, are bound to take different
positions in these distinct phases of the revolutionary movement
The complexities arising out of the shifts in the positions taken by
different classes and strata i the same class underline the need
and importance of developing the Communist Party functioning
as the vanguard of the revolutionary workingclass " (Para 111)

And further, "The Party will obviously have to work out various
interim slogans 1n order to meet the requirements of a rapidly
changing political situation Even while keeping before the people
the task of dislodging the present ruling classes and establhishing a
new democratic state and Government based on the firm alliance
of the working class and the peasantry, the Party will utilise all the
opportunities that present themselves of bringing into existence
Governments pledged to carry out a modest programme of giving
immediate relief to the people " (Para 112) Transitional slogans
and platforms have to be worked out at each stage to mobilise the
people, and all this constitutes a preparation for heading towards
the people’s democratic front which 1s gradually realised through
a sertes of struggles and stages

The Programme further enjoined on us to defend parliamentary
and democratic institutions against threats from the reactionaries
"The threat to the parliamentary system and to democracy comes
not from the working people and the parties which represent their
interests The threat comes from the exploiting classes ~ When
their interests demand they do not hesitate to replace parliamentary
democracy by military dictatorship It will be a serious error and a

dangerous 1llusion to Imagine that our country 1s free from all
such threats It 1s of utmost importance that p

: arhamentary and
emocratic institutions are defended in the interests of the people

against such threats and that such institutions are skilfully utilised

in combination with extra parliamentary activities " (Para 72)
We have had many ups and downs 1n our efforts to force a united

front of Left and democratic forces due to the class vacillations of

many of our allies The Maduray res !
t
of our Party States otution of the Ninth Congress

"Most of the traditional

Left and democratic
0
and groups while getting pposition parties

panicky n the face of sharpening class
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struggle on the one hand and the mounting political-ideological
pressure of the bourgeois-landlord ruling classes on the other, had
begun their back-sliding from the anti-Congress democratic fronts
by 1959" (Para 103). If the Right C.P. threw in its lot with the
Congress in 1969, the Socialist Party joined the grand alliance
completing the process of disruption of Left unity.

Our Party, however, continued its efforts to build Left and
democratic unity. It found expression in ceaseless efforts to build
trade union unity, develop joint mass actions and develop united
front action on several issues affecting the masses.

With the rising mass movement there was growing response
from several Left parties and their mass organisations. There were
joint actions between unions affiliated to INTUC, AITUC, CITU,
HMP, UTUC, between organisations of employees—all of which
helped to radicalise wide sections. The formation and activities of
UCTU helped the process of trade union unity.

The mass actions broke all previous records in their prolonged
resistance and wider participation. The number of strikes and
mandays lost reached a new record figure between 1972 and 1975.
Most of the important industrial centres and industries were
involved in joint actions. Militant actions were organised by
students, State Government employees, teachers, professors,
doctors and others.

The high-watermark of these activities was the historic strike
of the railway workers, which was the result of unprecedented
unity forged in the ranks of the workers following the united actions
of several central organisations. It was followed by the gigantic
all-India May 15 strike in support of the railway workers. Though
the strike was brutally suppressed by the Indira Gandhi
Government, it left an abiding impression of unity and common
fight. This was further followed by an equally unprecedented anti-
wage freeze convention drawing together lakhs of workers and
employees. Once more the result was due to the united front
of several mass organisations led by Left parties or under Left
influence.

Our Party took the initiative for bringing together several Left
parties in 1973. We opened talks with leaders of the Socialist
Party which enabled several Left parties to come together to discuss
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a common programme for agitation and implementation. The joint
meeting of the Left parties, including the Right C.P. in early 1974
and the agreed platform were important landmarks in the struggle
for Left and democratic unity. The success of the railway strike
was ensured by this unity of Left parties. This was followed by the
historic action of the working class on May 15 in support of the
railway strike. The coming together of Left parties, our repeated
approaches to these parties and leaders like J.P. for a common
Left and democratic front were producing good results and through
mass actions creating a movement under the leadership of these
forces.

Unfortunately once again the unity was disrupted firstly through
the defection of the Right C.P. which under Indira’s pressure openly
betrayed the railway strike. Since then the Right C.P. and AITUC
would have no truck with any Left party and confined their united
front activity only to the INTUC and Congress.

On the other side, the Socialist Party which had played a notable
role in organising the railway strike and responding to the call for
Left unity, joined the movement led by J.P. and abandoned the
task of carrying forward the struggle for Left unity.

Today, once again, we have to shoulder the responsibility of
building the unity of the Left and democratic forces.

The Role of the Left and Democratic Forces

The Left and democratic forces stand in the forefront of the

fight against the forces of authoritarianism. They endeavour in all

possible ways to organise the broadest possible resistance to the

authoritgriqn danger at present mainly represented by those who
openly justify the Emergency, and glorify the advantages of the
Emergency rule—the Congress led by Indira Gandhi.

;jl‘h::jy lend the.ir support to the platform for democratic reforms
andadvance which brings together all anti-authoritarian trends—

even those that are opposed to the econom;i
and democratic forces, o platform of the Left
Realising the terrible sufferin

: of them ..
danger of dlctatorship from theg asses and the continuing

domination of exploit;
th . : xploiting classes,
e Left and democratic forces direct their fire against the

monopolies, big capitalists and ] : : .
influence of foreign capital, endiords and against the increasing
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By putting forward a political and economic programme distinct
and sharply opposed to the platform and practice of the bourgeors
landlord parties, by leading the masses to realise 1t, the Left and
democratic forces enable them to move away from the bourgeots
landlord parties and increasingly rally round an alternative
leadership

The Left and democratic forces press the Janata Government
for implementing the electoral promises regarding democratic
reforms, for dismantling the framework of the Emergency period,
and welcome all measures in fulfilment of these They at the same
time oppose and attack the Government’s vacillations, backshding
and prevarication and resist fresh attacks on the rights of the people

The Left and democratic forces oppose the economic policies
of the Government which help the vested interests and which are
mainly the handiwork of the Right forces inside the Government
and the Janata Party The Left and democratic forces defend the
Left alhance Governments of West Bengal and Tripura, and fight
the conspiracies of the vested interests against them

The Left and democratic forces advocate a consistently secular
outlook and are opposed to any deviation from 1t on the part of the
Government They specially fight the Hindu chauvinist and
obscurantist communal 1deology of the RSS which 1s today 1n a
position to influence the Janata Government

The Programme of the Left and Democratic Forces

(1) Continuation of the fight against the forces of
authoritarianism, dismantling of the authoritarian framework
erected in the Emergency, and new democratic reforms and
amendments 1n the Constitution as suggested 1n the broader
platform for uniting the resistance of the democratic forces

(2) Fresh constitutional provisions to expand the powers of the
states and guarantee their autonomy Residuary powers should be
with the States Articles 356 360 of the Constitution to be deleted

(3) Bastc changes in the Constitution to eliminate the grip of
the big bourgeois landlord classes over the state and the power of
the bureaucracy, proviston to keep fundamental rights of the people
beyond the mischief of the Government or the ruling party



80 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

(4) The inclusion of the right to work as a fundamental right in
the Constitution Right to property to be removed from the list of
fundamental rights while constitutional guarantee 1s given only to
small property holders and peasants

(5) For planned and independent development of the national
economy free from foreign influence Increased role for pubhic
ownership

(6) Foraconsistent struggle against compromise with the World
Bank, aganst invitation to mult1 national and other policies which
lead to economic dependence of the country, the demand for
nationalisation of foreign monopoly concerns, immediate
moratorium on foreign debt payments and oppose all steps which

facilitate the penetration of the World Bank and foreign monopoly
capital in our economy

(7) For nationalisation of Indian monopoly concerns

(8) For a just and equitable incomes and wages policy based
on provision of minimum conditions like need based wage to the
mass of people and reduction of the monstrous disparity 1n incomes
of the big capitalist and landlords and the mass of people.

(9) Against inflation, deficit financing and heavy taxation and
high prices, for drastic reduction of prices of necessaries and their
guaranteed distribution, nationalisation of wholesale trade in
necessaries

(10) For abolition of landlordism, for enactment of radical land
reforms ensuring land to the agricultural labourers and to the poor
peasants gratis, for ant1 eviction measures, guaranteed fair prices
for thetr produce, supply of cheap credit and subsidised mputs to
the mass of the peasantry
(11) For guaranteed fair wage for the agricultural labourers,
allotment of free house sites for the agricultural labourers and the
rural poor and cancellation of debts of agricultural labourers and

S:e(g Feafjants and semu proletariat and liberal provision for cheap
o t;leerl:ll consumption loans, for adequate educational facilities

(12) For a massive plan for fu

II emplo
unemployed and pending it, unemp] ployment to the rural

oyment relief
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(13) For need based mmimum wage for the working class,
against wage freeze, lockouts, lay offs and closure of mills, for
taking'over all closed mills and concerns, for full trade union rights,
for full democratic rights to the Central and State Government
employees, abolition of the police verification system, agamst all
ant1 working class legislations, for full employment and pending
employment, relief to the unemployed, against introduction of
automation and other measures aggravating unemployment

(14) For immediate introduction of free education up to
secondary stage 1n all States Provision of hostel facilities and full
scholarships for all needy students, right of students to participate
in the management of educational institutions and academic bodies
for through going reforms

(15) For radical changes 1n education making 1t democratic,
secular and scientific

(16) For drastic steps against those who 1ndulge 1n outrages
against scheduled castes and tribes, for immediate steps to put an
end to the economic and social oppression of these people by
landlords, contractors, traders, and restoration of lands seized by
them

(17) For safeguarding the rnights of Muslim minorities, against
any discrimination in employment in Government services and in
educational institutions and against Urdu, for fighting the
communal poison being spread by both Hindu and Muslim
chauvinists

(18) Equal wage, status and opportunities for women

(19) Areas where there 1s a preponderance of tribal population
should be declared as Scheduled areas and there should be
constitutional provisions for conferring regional autonomy 1n such
compact tribal areas so that there may be regional Government
within the State concerned to look after the economic, political,
cultural and linguistic development of the tribal Adivasis, and full
economic assistance may be provided for removing therr
backwardness

(20) The Left and democratic forces stand for a consistent anti
imperialist policy of non alignment and support to Third World
countries 1n their struggle against neo colonialism They oppose
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all compromuses with imperialism They oppose war and support
the world struggle for peace They stand for strengthening the Indo-
Soviet treaty of friendship They call for normalisation of relations
with People’s China and for closer and friendly ties They stand
for friendly relations with India’s neighbours—Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Ceylon and support the peoples of these
countries 1n their struggle for democracy

They stand for consistent support to the Arab people in their
struggle against Israeli aggression, for the right of the Palestinians
to have their own state they lend full support to the freedom
struggle of the African people against imperialism, apartheid and
racial domination

Joint activities on any of the items of this programme will help
to build progressively the front of Left and democratic forces which
will champion the entire programme

The united mass actions must be considered to be a vital
instrument of building the umty of Left and democratic forces It
1s these actions that draw lakhs of people together, develop their
solidarity and consciousness and radicalise them The united
struggle of the masses under the leadership of the Left and
democratic parties or the mass organisations led by them must

therefore be given prior importance 1n the struggle for building
Left and democratic unty.

The Left and Democratic Forces

The Left and democratic forces firstly include our Party and
mass organisations led by us—the CITU, trade unions of
employees, Kisan Sabha, agricultural workers’ organisations,

,
students’ and youths’ and women’s organisations, organisations
of teachers, professors, etc

(2) They include our allies of the Left
Kerala and their mass or
Maharashtra, etc

(3) They include the Right CP
organisations headed by 1t It 1s true th
not yet prepared to give up their po
the Congress which objectively disrup

parties in West Bengal,
ganisations, Left parties 1n other states,

» 1ts followers and mass
at the Right C P, leaders are
licies of collaboration with
ts Left and democratic unity
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But there 1s a strong urge among 1ts ranks to leave these policies
behind and join the mainstream of ant1 authoritarian struggle
Besides, 1n the present situation the former inhibitions against mass
actions do not operate for them

(4) The radicalisation of the masses following the struggle and
victory against the authoritarian forces has added to the strength
of the Left and democratic trends in several parties There are large
numbers 1n all parties who take a critical attitude towards the
policies of their leadership and take a radical stand on several
1ssues This potential force has to be harnessed by nurturing 1t and
developing a proper approach to it from ssue to 1ssue

(5) Itshould include the Left and democratic forces 1n the Janata
Party which consist of the former young Turks, radicals from the
Congress, members of the Socialist Party, independents and
individuals who take a firm stand against the authoritarian forces
and press for democratic changes, radical individuals and groups
in all constituents of the Janata Party who press for democratic
and social advance and those who oppose the reactionary 1deologies
of the RSS and stand for a secular democratic outlook Also the
mass organisations led by constituents of the Janata Party which
are keen on defending the gains and fighting for the demands of
the people

(6) The sphit in the Congress took place on the question of
reassertion of authoritarianism by Indira Gandht The leadership
of the Congress led by Swaran Singh compromused 1ts position by
agreeing to the formation of a coalition Government with the Indira
Congress in Maharashtra However, there are elements and groups
1n 1t who not only are against the authoritarianism of Indira Gandhi
but also tend to take a radical position on many socio economic
1ssues These elements should be cultivated with a view to winning
them over to the Left and democratic programme

(7) It includes the democratic forces like the AIADMK
and DMK 1n Tamil Nadu, the Akali1 Party in Punjab and the
Republican parties Contacts must be established and sustained
attempts must be made to bring them into the Left and democratic

movement
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West Bengal Left Front Government

In this vital struggle for building the front of the Left and
democratic forces the Left Front ministries headed by our Party in
West Bengal and Tripura have to play an important role The
spectacular victory of the Left alliance headed by us in West Bengal
defeating both the Congress and the Janata has made 1t the object
of admiration of wide sections of masses, who are watching evety
step taken by the ministry and are 1n full support of 1ts measures

All Left and democratic forces and especially our Paity and the
working class must carry on a persistent defence of the Left Front
ministries of West Bengal and Tripura against the slanders and
conspiracies of the Congress and other interested parties and
support 1ts progressive medasures

The Party and the entue Left forces in West Bengal must
continue to defend the interests of the masses in close unison with
the ministry

The working class of West Bengal has played a magnificent
role in ensuring the victory of our Party and the Left forces While
defending 1its immediate 1nterests 1t must throw 1ts full weight
behind the ministry and support 1ts measures of agrartan reform
In the absence of active working class support, the vested interests
tn rural areas will be 1n a position to sabotage ministerial steps
and demoralise the peasantry It must fuither throw its full weight
to support all measures, benefiting the people and defeat the efforts
of people’s opponents to frustrate them The entire people must
Jjoin the working class n overcoming the obstacles of the
bureaucracy, corruption 1n administration and defeating the
conspiracies and slander campaign of the vested interests
foS:: i‘;flc)’/rf*:;\adrl;v‘llysl held that only the Left and democratic
Victones m W B‘:ndotelrnauve in the present situation and the

gal and Tripura strengthen these forces

throughout India They show the path to a new crystatlisation which
¢dn secure an abiding advance for the people

The Real Alternative

This struggle for unit

y of the Left and d
integral pait of the stry emocratic forces 1s an

ggle for people’s democratic revolution
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Our entire programme with its anti-feudal, anti-imperialist and its
anti-monopolist basis has to be popularised. The working class,
besides, has to be popularised. The working class, besides, has to
be educated in the spirit of socialism, in the spirit of Marxism-
Leninism and made conscious of its vanguard role. Independent
political activity of the working class and its party and its growing
strength is therefore necessary to build the front of the Left and
democratic forces.

The endeavour to build the front does not mean an ideological
truce with the varying components of the front. This will be the
height of opportunism and will mean merging of the party with
the front, disarming the working class of its ideology to
accommodate the ideologies of other classes.

A persistent ideological struggle is necessary against the
Gandhian-bourgeois ideology of the Janata Party, against the
bourgeois ideology of the Congress; it is absolutely necessary to
expose the roots of the opportunism and degeneration of the Right
C.P. leaders; it is equally necessary to lay bare the roots of the
inconsistency of many Left parties and elements. It is essential to
expose and unmask the anti-revolutionary role of the Naxalite
ideology with its revolutionary phrase-mongering. The Hindu
chauvinist and obscurantist ideology of the RSS demands serious
repudiation as the RSS is now closely connected with the
Government apparatus and is able to interfere in policy decisions.

Without relating these policies and ideologies to the class roots
and class outlook, without every time asserting the correctness of
a line based on Marxism-Leninism, the working class cannot be
trained and the Left elements cannot grow over into revolutionary
fighters and the CPI(M) cannot play its vanguard role.

United Mass Actions

The mass organisations have to play an important role in building
the foundations of Left and democratic unity. The struggle for the
defence of the economic interests of the masses guided and united
properly, merges with the struggle against the domination of the
monopolists, big capitalists and landlords, and expands into the
struggle for basic socio-economic changes.
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Only when the Left and democratic parties are able to draw
these huge mass organisations in the common battle, will there be
any chance for a viable Left and democratic front Otherwise the
immediate struggle of the masses will run into familiar economic
channels, unable to aftect and shape the political developments in
the country and contribute to the fight agamnst authoritarian forces

Trade Union Unity and Building the Party

The supreme importance of the struggle for trade union unity,
of joint mass actions which lead to it and the responsibility of the
Party towards it was outlined as follows "It 1s of the utmost
importance therefore that the Party creates political consciousness
in the working class, makes 1t conscious of its role of hegemony,
overcomes the present disunity of the working class, wins over
the majority of the workers n the vital industries and builds a
powerful underground movement with factory and workshop
committees as its nucleus  The best and most advanced elements
must be recruited in the Party All this demands intensive political
agitation in the working class, patient day to day work, leadership
of immediate struggles for the winning of concrete demands and
the building of a strong trade union movement Only a united
working class and a working class conscious of its role of
hegemony can build national unity "

Thanks to the dour defence of the worker's demands under the
most difficult circumstances, its leadership of innumerable strikes
in face of repression and a persistent struggle for trade union unity
and united actions, the CITU has emerged as an important unifying
factor 1n the trade union movement Its prestige and independent
;‘(f)e:f;g ?::imegor:qc?ﬁvnlsed by our opponents There 15 of course
even s the oreanand Secfle()r:]cyfa;] the CITU represents a mimority
force only m‘:he o Sty ofthe working class. and 15 a political

of West Bengal and Kerala

Besides the CITU and ity unions, employees’ and workers’
organisations led by Left and democr

strength and present a powerful force 1
and Left and democratic unity Thes
employees, are often part of centr

atic elements have grown 1n
n the struggle for trade union
¢ organisations lead lakhs of
al organisations heading the
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struggles of these employees all over India Consisting of middle
class employces. they represent a very important political sector
in the country

These two forces constitute a big weapon to brine together
several trade union centres and organisations and mobilise the
working class on an all India plane

The tremendous uige for unity and action 1s seen in the fact that
employees’ and workers’ organisations not affiliated to the CITU
or other central organisations have also increased their strength
and become powerful

There are mnumerable industrywise, concernwise federations
embodying the great urge for umity and struggle among different
sections of workers All these ate in ferment and given a correct
approach by the CITU and our unions, can be biought together to
defend the common interests Most of these are under the influence
of Leftor democratic elements and their united strength cannot be
castly 1gnored by any one To unite this strength, to mobihise 1t for
the defence of the interests of the workers and employees. to make
it aware of the democratic tasks facing the people, to draw 1t into
championing the urgent demands of the peasantry and the people
like prices, food and decent living conditions—such 18 the task
that the Party enjoins on our trade untons and the CITU

This should make us conscious and aware of the severe
weaknesses and shortcomings 1n the trade union movement
The movement by and large has not got out of the limitations of
economism which means a lower level of political consciousness
and strong political 1deological influence of the bourgeorsie
The Emergency sharply brought out this fact to the forefront A
large section of the working class was influenced by the Congress
to believe that it was directed against the reactionaries and did not
constitute an attack agaist the working class and the people There
was hardly any political struggle, except in Kerala and to some
extent in Tamil Nadu, against the Emergency In the elections also.
only in West Bengal and Kerala, the working class voted massively
forus In other states, the swing against the Congress went mostly
in favour of the Janata
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This 18 not to blame the working class but to understand the
weakness of the Party’s work in the working class and the trade
untons The main instrument of building the revolutionary
consciousness of the working class 1s the party, its revolutionary
teaching, practice and struggle In its absence the working class
will not easily overcome its trade union conscrousness That 1s
why m spite of leading lakhs of workers m stiike struggles the
political consciousness continues at a low level

This 15 accompanied by the failure to build the Party in the
worktng class Party comrades lead unions of thousands of workers
for years. and yet, they are unable to enrol even a couple of hundred
Party members To overcome this weakness it 15 necessary to
increase the direct political activity among the workers manyfold
including educational and propaganda activity and educate the

working class 1n the true spirit of class outlook, of Marxism
Leninism

Kisan Movement

We have been emphasising the necessity of overcoming the lag
in the peasant movement since the Seventh Congress of the Paity

The two resolutions of the C C on the kisan front, 1e "Tashs
on the Kisan Front” and "On Certain Agrarian 1ssues” are clear
expression of our Party’s struggle to liquidate the reformist and
revisionist weaknesses in the kisan movement led by our Party

It 18 an eftort to reorientate our outlook building the united
kisan movement, the building up of the movement based on the
agricultural labourers and poor peasants, departing fiom the post
practice of mamnly basing on the nuddle and rich pceasdntry

It 15 also an attempt to consciously develop the movement in
compact and contiguous areas, inste

and planlessness
Simularly, the need for peas
based on the middle and
agricultural labourers, poor,
agneultural labourers and po
The agitation, propaganda

ad of leaving 1t to spontaneity

antunity, not the old peasant unity
¢h peasants, but the unity of the
middle and rich peasants based on
oré)easants, 15 sharply emphasised
‘ dnd activity on the kisan front duting
:;\lfi“ seven to eight years, in most of the states where our l\l\d;
ement exists, conform largely to the hines laid d h
above cited resolution owm i e
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In so struggling to reorientate our kisan work, 1t old 1etormist
mistakes stll persist o1 new Left sectartan mistakes creep in, the
Party leadership at ditferent levels will have to correct them,
keeping consistent track of them The very weak state of the present
organtsed kisan movement n the country, its sphtting up under
ditferent political parties and the Congress Government’s
disruption and suppression of kisan struggles have imposed many
hmitations on our Party's stiuggle to organise it on revolutionay
lines

Despite all these ditficulties our Party's efforts to correct the
eathier mistakes on the kisan front registered some progress
West Bengal, Kerala, Tanul Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Tripura
and some other states

It 15 also tiue that by the strength of the movement, in Kerala,
and in some other places. 1t has been possible to foice the
Government to make available some surplus land under the Land
Ceiling Acts, m West Bengal duning the United Front Governiment
six lakh acres of land was distributed with the help ot the kisan
organisdtions

But the fact 15 to be adnutted that barrin